
SERIES: THE MOVEMENT- A journey through the astonishing book of Acts  

TEXT: Acts 11:1-30 //   What do you see in me? 

HOOK: When I proposed to Meli, it was cringeworthy for many reasons (some of yall where there you know) 

  I had this whole thing planned, but as I was getting ready to drop on one knee, she said….. “I’m scared” 

   (almost 7 years later…….I’M SCARED!)  

  Apparently, she had seen the ring box in my pocket and knew what was about to happen  

  

Have you ever tried to hide something that everyone can see?  

 

We all in fact do so daily; Sin’s power hides in you and me  (here’s the reality and the tension) 

THE TENSION- Those around me have already seen the power of sin in me  

  It happens everyday! (if you say you have no sin, you’re calling God a liar 1 John 1:10) 

 

Here’s the good news, God’s saving power is stronger. No match. And that should show even more  

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- Those around me need to see the power of the gospel in me 

  Both friends and foes;  

 

Let’s get into the text and see how that plays out for them 

 

RECAP- The gospel (good news) is designed for anyone because Jesus cares for everyone   

Even when others' have a hard time welcoming you in, or maybe even reject you-  

God always welcomes you in because of Jesus!  

 Cornelius’ family were not Jewish, hear and believe the gospel, get baptized. and Peter stayed a few days there 

 

The apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles had welcomed God’s message also.  

The news was spreading like wildfire- it was a BIG deal, you and I are here as a result of it 

 
2 When Peter went up to Jerusalem, those who stressed circumcision argued with him, 3 saying, “You visited 

uncircumcised men and ate with them!” 

We have to do some work to see what’s going on here- put your seatbelts on: 

 

Up to THIS point (Cornelius & fam), every Christian was Jewish or half-Jewish; so by default, circumcised  

(with the exception of the Eunuch- if you don’t get it google it);  

and so, the question that the early church had to tackle was, “do you have to become Jewish to become a Christian?”  

 

You have to understand, to the Jewish mind, circumcision was more than a physical act, it was a moral one. 

 Genesis 17:1-5, 9-14 circumcision would be the mark that man was a part of COVENANT with God 

 

Why THAT you ask? Great Question! 

Without getting into too much detail, the sexual standards of the Jews, and those of the surrounding cultures, 

were COMPLETELY different. (1 ex: orgies were a part of worship for most other cultures at the time) 

          And the circumcision of every Jewish male was one way of highlighting they were different, holy (set apart)  

 

For Peter to stay with these uncircumcised gentiles was a big deal opposing what they understood God expected. 

 Al Mohler said it well: 

 

 

 



“The Jewish Christians in Acts, the “circumcision party”, understood that Jesus was the Messiah. They understood that 

he was the fulfillment of all that the prophets foretold. They also understood that he was Lord and Savior, and the 

very Son of God. These Jewish Christians, however, did not understand that salvation was not only for the Jews who 

had waited for hundreds of years with great expectancy, but also for the Gentiles. If we disregard Israel’s, long 

history, and the serious call to holiness represented by circumcision, we may be tempted to believe that these Jewish 

Christians in Acts 11 were exhibiting nothing more than unwarranted and ugly prejudice.” 

- Al Mohler 

 

Racial biases were born throughout the years, for sure- but it wasn’t all racial 

they just didn’t get what God was doing yet  

They were so upset at whose house Peter had gone into, that they failed to see who God was reaching out to 

Principle- If all we’re ever looking to is what people are doing, we will miss out on what God is doing  

 

When Jesus came he fulfilled all the old covenant requirements as He ushered in a NEW Covenant (we’ll be celebrating 

that today by partaking in communion)-  

 But here’s where Christians stand now regarding that question “do you need to become Jewish to be Christian?” 

Colossians 2:8-14 NLT  8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come 

from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than from Christ. 9 For in Christ lives all the 

fullness of God in a human body. 10 So you also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over every 

ruler and authority. 11 When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure. Christ 

performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature. 12 For you were buried with Christ when you 

were baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised 

Christ from the dead. 13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then 

God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it 

away by nailing it to the cross. 

 

Peter’s gonna explain to them what happened, because though they’ve heard about it, they’re still missing what God is 

doing 
4 Peter began to explain to them in an orderly sequence, saying: 5 “I was in the town of Joppa (Jewish) praying, and I saw, 

in a visionary state, an object that resembled a large sheet coming down, being lowered by its four corners from heaven, 

and it came to me. 6 When I looked closely and considered it, I saw the four-footed animals of the earth, the wild beasts, 

the reptiles, and the birds of the sky. 7 Then I also heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat!’ 8 “‘No, Lord!’ I 

said. ‘For nothing common or ritually unclean has ever entered my mouth!’ (Jewish religious laws that God had 

previously given them- here we have both clean & unclean animals to eat) 9 But a voice answered from heaven a second 

time, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call common.’ 10 “Now this happened three times, and then everything 

was drawn up again into heaven.  

We won’t reproach last weeks message; catch it at thewaymanteca.church -‘buttered popcorn jellybeans’ 

 But I do want to make an observation here. I never saw this until this week- 

 

Notice that Peter denied 3 times, EVEN THOUGH each time God explained “don’t call unclean what God made clean” 

Command-Denial dialogue happened 3 times! Peter heard what God said, but He believed what He knew 

Peter very kindly, disobeyed- 

Disobedience always takes us outside of God’s will 

 

And you know, Disobedience robs blessing; there’s a special blessing found only when we’re IN the will of God, that we 

deprive ourselves of when we chose to step out of it. 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 

Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.  



Disobedience always takes us outside of God’s will yet never outside of His love or sovereignty  

 

 11 At that very moment, three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea (Gentile town) arrived at the house where 

we were. 12 Then the Spirit told me to accompany them with no doubts at all. These six brothers accompanied me, and 

we went into the man’s house. (new detail) 13 He reported to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and 

saying, ‘Send to Joppa, and call for Simon, who is also named Peter. 14 He will speak a message to you that you and all 

your household will be saved by.’ 15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came down on them, just as on us at the 

beginning.  

Why repeat this whole account (V4-15) when Luke had literally just written it the previous chapter?  

It’s a waste of space right? (scrolls limited space, they get too heavy) In the bible, REPEATING=EMPHASIS 

 God wants those who read this to understand how serious His heart is about this- the gospel has NO boundaries  

 
16 Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.’ 17 Therefore, if God gave them the same gift that He also gave to us when we believed on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, how could I possibly hinder God?” 

Am I in God’s way?  

The only possible hindrance to the gospel is Christians who are unconcerned by what concerns God 

 The responsibility doesn’t fall on you to save once you’ve shared the message, but it does fall on you to share  

 
18 When they heard this they became silent. Then they glorified God, saying, “So God has granted repentance resulting in 

life even to the Gentiles!” 

In this moment, these lifelong Jews/ the chosen race, realized something: 

God’s saving grace is for every color of the human race    

 

In Genesis 11 mankind came together in one place, as one culture, to build a tower that declared their greatness.  

So God judged their pride & separated them and created new languages.  

That created different clans throughout the earth; IRONICALLY those cultural distinctives now became 

one of the primary sources of peoples’ pride! (Our culture is better; our race is better) 

 

That’s Genesis 11… so in Genesis 12 God chooses a man, Abram, and tells him He is going to bless all the scattered 

cultures of the earth through him! (We now know, it was because the Savior, Jesus, would come from His lineage) 

-The plan from the beginning was to bring them back together, not united around their pride, but around their 

common knowledge of God’s blessing of salvation for all people!  

 

We fast forward to the end; Revelation 7:9-10 all nations gathered to worship God! 

 

YOU and I, live in the middle; between the promise of Gen12 and the fulfilment in Rev 7-  

as a sign of what’s to come- NOT UNIFORMITY, BUT RATHER UNITY IN DIVERSITY 

 

This is easy to miss- Paul is writing about a mystery God has revealed: 

Ephesians 3:8-10 This grace was given to me—the least of all the saints—to proclaim to the Gentiles the incalculable 

riches of the Messiah, 9 and to shed light for all about the administration of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 

created all things. (so there was a mystery that God charged Paul to administer-  

well we know what charge Paul had- spread the gospel to all races!) 10 This is so God’s multi-faceted wisdom may now be 

made known through the church to the rulers and authorities in the heavens.  

What is God wanting to show rulers and authorities in the Heavens (both good ones & evil ones) THROUGH US?  

V10 Manifold/multifaceted/ rich variety= polupoikilos lit. of differing colors/ ultra-diverse 

 Gods grace is for every race (all flavors!) 

 



19 Those who had been scattered as a result of the persecution that started because of Stephen (Ch.7) made their way as 

far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the message to no one except Jews. 
20 But there were some of them, Cypriot and Cyrenian men, who came to Antioch  

Jerusalem had been the home base for Christianity, until now-   

Antioch will be the place from which churches are sent out 

Antioch- 3rd largest Greco-Roman city (behind Rome and Alexandria);  

300 miles north of Jerusalem ; had major highways going through it;  

 remarkably diverse culturally and ethnically; pluralistic and idolatrous  

 All this made Antioch a great place to plant a church 

  It would be this church, not the Jerusalem one, that changed the world – Why? V20- 

and began speaking to the Hellenists (non-Jews, Greek-cultured people), proclaiming the good news about the Lord 

Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord.  

Jewish Christians were scattered to non-Jewish cities (V19), but were only sharing the good news to Jewish people 

 That is until these Cyrenian folks did-  

they were Jews, who came from a Jewish community in northern Africa,  

Barnabas was also (4:36)  

They understood something you and I need to never forget: 

Those around you need to hear you share the good news  

 Here’s a secret: it never happens by accident- you must be intentional (people NEED what you have) 

  They dared to speak up and speak out and V21 says a large number believed 

 
22 Then the report about them was heard by the church that was at Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to travel as 

far as Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged all of them to remain true to 

the Lord with a firm resolve of the heart, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And large numbers 

of people were added to the Lord.  

 I wonder how many of us would be glad to see the church down the street getting bigger than ours  

Barnabas did- he saw it as what is was; the grace of God!  

Do you celebrate when God blesses others or immediately go to “what about me?” 

 

Romans 12:15 rejoice with those who rejoice  

Those around you need to receive gospel encouragement from you  

 Maybe they’re about to give up on their marriage, or give in to addiction again,  

or they’re staying the course but they’re overwhelmed and no one knows it 

 people need gospel encouragement (that’s real, not just good vibes and best wishes- gospel truths) 

 
25 Then he went to Tarsus to search for Saul, 26 and when he found him he brought him to Antioch.  

Barnabas doesn’t just want them to be converts/ believers, he wants them to be disciples 

 To encounter and grow and serve – that’s why our vision as a church is: 

                Multiply multiplying disciples   (God called you to more than to be an attender- He calls you to follow Him) 

 

Do NOT miss the irony; V19 these people here heard the gospel and believed because other Christians had to flee here. 

Those other Christians fled here because there was a dude named Saul trying to kill them and imprison them all-  

and now its Saul who shows up but not tear them down but to build them up! 

 That’s the way the gospel works!  

For a whole year they met with the church and taught large numbers.  

Discipleship isn’t a course/ destination- it’s a direction, and its pointing to Jesus (requires life on life investment) 

The disciples were first called Christians at Antioch. 

They were so radically different that other people had to come up with a term to identify them (little Christs)  

 They ceased to be identified as much by their races and more by their identity in Christ.  



27 In those days some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up 

and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine throughout the Roman world. This took place during the 

time of Claudius. (historically there was, from AD47-48)  

 The Jerusalem church is about to get hit with a recession and inflation, its gonna be bad. 

                                         But this famine was about to be an opportunity for the church to unite, despite racial boundaries. 

 

Notice that this wasn’t a request for anything, just a notice- but look how the church in Antioch responds- 
29 So each of the disciples, according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brothers who lived in Judea. 30 They 

did this, sending it to the elders by means of Barnabas and Saul. 

Those around you need your determined generosity  

 

These Christians were generous even though THEY THEMSELVES were under difficult circumstances-  

some had been forced out of their homes, threatened, not wealthy, and still gave each according to their ability.   

 

Some of us aren’t generous because we think “when I have more, then I’ll give more” (waiting to hit the lotto) 

I heard one pastor say, “If you had more, you would do more of what you’re doing right now”   

 

Generosity is not for those who have more to give, generosity is for those who give regardless of what they have 

  You don’t need wealth to be generous  

  

When we understand that God has gifted us in many ways, even salvation,  

we are able to gift of what has been given to us freely and joyfully   

 

How much should you give? As much as you can, no more no less (V29 according to their ability)  

 

So whether it is encouraging, or evangelizing, discipling, or being genuinely generous-  

 can people see Jesus in you? 

 Ask somebody this week who’s hurting, or who’s not a Christian, or who’s simply in your life 

  What do you see in me? 

  I don’t know what they’ll see, but I can tell you what they desperately need to see in you 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY-  Those around you need to see the power of the gospel in you 

 

Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a 

lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the 

house. 16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly 

Father.  

 

THE CHALLENGE- What do others need to see in me that they may not be seeing now? 

 

 

If you’re not a Christian yet, I urge you to consider Jesus; 

He loves you and gave His life for you to give you live, forgive your sins, and give you a new start  

 

For us who are professing believers, followers of Jesus-  

remember His body punished on your behalf,  

remember His blood shed to wash you clean,  

remember that one day soon He will return to make all things new   

COMMUNION 



BULLPEN: 

“Faith never knows where it is being led, but it loves and knows the One who is leading”. -Oswald Chambers  

 

“opportunities are always lost when we let fear overrule our faith”-C.Stanley 

 

God’s goal is not just the elimination of racism; it is the achievement of diversification.  

God’s vision to Peter was not just “stop being a racist,” but to embrace Cornelius. To go in and eat with him, to 

worship with him. 

 

God is not colorblind. He delights in our various cultures; he made us that way.  

Jerome Gay: “The gospel is not colorblind but color engaging.” 

Revelation 21 new Jerusalem (heaven – no NJ, a world w/out sin) V24, 26 the glory and honor of the nations is 

brought into the city – what glory and honor? 

 God is glorified by variant cultures, worship styles, cultural expressions 

 

 -the CHURCH, which is supposed to be giving a SIGN of coming fulfillment in Revelation. 

  throughout Acts, you get glimpses of this.  

Acts 2: Pentecost: all languages.  

Acts 16: When Paul goes into Philippi… the chapter record 3 people getting saved: Lydia, a slave girl; a 

Roman jailor. (3 things a Jewish man would pray every morning: “Lord, thank you that I’m not a woman, 

slave, or Gentile.”)  

Acts 13…. By Acts 13, Antioch had become the capital of the Christian world, because of the persecution 

in Jerusalem. And there’s something Luke says in Acts 13 most people read right over: Acts 13:1 

Luke lists 5 church leaders in Acts 13:  

You’ve got Saul and Barnabas: they are Hellenistic Jews, which means ethnic Jews who have 

adapted Greek culture.  

Manaen was from Herod’s household, which means that he was Jewish aristocracy  

Simeon had the nickname “Niger” (which literally in latin meant “black”), because he was from 

the region of Sub-Saharan Africa that the modern nation of Niger sits.  

Lucius was from Cyrene, modern-day Libya.  

That means of the five leaders mentioned, one is from the Middle East, one from Asia, 

one from the Mediterranean, and two from Africa. 

We never hear of any of these guys again, which means the only reason Luke includes 

that detail is to show you the early church’s leadership in Antioch was culturally diverse. 

 

Multiculturalism is the fruit of the gospel, but not the gospel itself.  

 

All along the prohibition on eating unclean animals had just been a picture of human sinfulness (just like they couldn’t 

eat certain animals because eating them would make them unclean, sin defiles the human spirit, making it unable to 

enter God’s presence)… but now that Jesus has died he has removed the defilement for the whole human race, for all 

who would receive it…  

 

You and I however, live between that promise (genesis 11) & its fulfillment (Rev. 7) (that space between) 

 Not everyone is united  

 What we find is that not only does culture divide, but at the root of division is sin. 

  Sin is always at the root of any injustice, oppression, or neglect, pride.  

Whether it be due to gender, social class, education level, or even RACE (as is the case in our text) 

 

Chris Green: “The reason we have skin issues is because we have sin issues.” 


