
SERIES: THE MOVEMENT- A journey through the astonishing book of Acts  

TEXT: Acts 13:13-52  // THE BEST NEWS EVER SOMEONE HAS NEVER HEARD 

 

HOOK:   

 

Only 3/10 unchurched Americans say a Christian has ever shared the gospel with them-  

71% of people who don’t go to church say they never had a Christian explain the gospel to them  

  -Lifeway research  

 

THE TENSION-  God gave us the best news ever, then sent us to go out and share;  

meanwhile we sit in a room every Sunday, hoping people come in and hear  

 

The need to share the good news of Christ is greater now than it has ever been;  

the desire from Christians to do so is less than it has ever been. 

 

Here’s the tough pill to swallow: You won’t take the great commission seriously until you take it personally 

never forget what it felt like when God saved you 

 

The only difference between a Christian in this room, and those in the book of Acts that were willing to go anywhere to 

share with anyone, is that they had the conviction that this was the best news ever 

 

We’ve entered a part of the book of Acts that records Paul’s missionary journeys (Ch13-14 are his 1st) 
13 Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. John, however, left them and went 

back to Jerusalem.  

We don’t know exactly why John Mark left them, (some have suggested he was homesick, or the excitement of the trip 

had faded) but we do know that Paul felt abandoned by him, and it would become an issue later, to the point that Paul 

& Barnabas go their separate ways (Acts 15:38-39) 

 
14 They continued their journey from Perga and reached Antioch in Pisidia.  

It’s not clear from this one phrase to understand the difficulty of the journey  

Different Antioch than the one they started from-**show map slides   

from Perga it was 120 miles, across a treacherous mountain range 

it was barren, prone to flooding and bandits 

On top of that it’s likely that Paul was, or got, sick on the way  

(Antioch in Pisidia was in the province of Galatia, to whom Paul would later write one of his 

letters to, and say; Galatians 4:13 NLT Surely you remember that I was sick when I first brought 

you the Good News.) 

 Maybe all these factors had to do with John Mark leaving them? 

 

Understand that since the beginning the church has experienced physical and relational difficulties and setbacks,  

we are no different- still it has never stopped the movement before, and it sure as heck won’t stop it now! 

 The church historically has never been perfect, nor has it carried out its mission under perfect circumstances; 

but the church has historically been the perfect place for imperfect people  

and carried out its mission throughout whatever circumstances. 

 

Paul’s desire to bring the good news to those who didn’t have it was greater than the difficulties that were in his way 

 When it comes to sharing our faith, we have to recognize that: 

Peoples’ need for the gospel is greater than our excuses not to share 

 



On the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the 

leaders of the synagogue sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any message of encouragement for the 

people, you can speak.” 

I’m not sure why they let Paul speak, he’s been a Christian for some 8-13 years by this point, but I do see & know this: 

Anytime we get to bring Jesus to someone, Jesus was ALREADY there first- working, preparing their hearts. 

  Share your faith, assuming that Jesus has paved the way 

 
16 Then Paul stood up and motioned with his hand and said: “Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen!  

He’s about to drop the first recorded message we have from him;  

Honestly, for many of us, it can be overwhelming!  

Let me tell you what he’s getting at; we’ll read it; then I’ll come back around to point a few things out  

Paul is about to emphasizes God’s grace throughout Israel’s’ history to show them that  

THE ULTIMATE SHOW OF GRACE IS JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF: 

   (give rundown of paul’s message) 

(V17-19) God in His grace chose Israel, brought them out of slavery & gave them the promised land 
17 The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors, exalted the people during their stay in the land of Egypt, and led 

them out of it with a mighty arm. 18 And for about 40 years He put up with them in the wilderness; 19 then after 

destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, He gave their land to them as an inheritance.  

(V20) God in His grace gave the nation Judges to oversee the people (God was their King) 
20 This all took about 450 years. After this, He gave them judges until Samuel the prophet.  

(V21-22) God in His grace gave them kings when they asked for them (They wanted to be like other nations) 
21 Then they asked for a king, so God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for 40 years. 22 After 

removing him, He raised up David as their king and testified about him: ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man loyal 

to Me, who will carry out all My will.’ 

Up to this point everyone present agrees with Paul-  

he has established common ground with them by using the Jewish scriptures (our Old Testament) 

 

But Paul knew, Common ground is only a catalyst to get to the confrontation of the gospel   

“In every situation there needs to be a point of contact with the people (understand their values, history, communication 

style) and the point of conflict that reveals how their own narrative conflicts with that of the gospel.”         -Steve Timmis  

 

Our message is fixed, but our approach is flexible. 

We need both empathy & courage.  

We need to be relatable & daring. 

 

Paul was an expert at this- knew how to approach kings, gentiles, jews, and even pastors 

In Jewish synagogues uses Jewish texts, with Greek philosophers (Acts 17) uses their mythology and poets 

 *Jesus Himself spoke with agricultural principles to agricultural people, to fishermen he said they’d fish for souls 

 

(V23-25) God in His grace gave them the Savior, Jesus, whom John the Baptist pointed to  

23 “From this man’s descendants, according to the promise, God brought the Savior, Jesus, to Israel. 24 Before He came to 

public attention, John had previously proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 Then as John was 

completing his life’s work, he said, ‘Who do you think I am? I am not the One. But look! Someone is coming after me, 

and I am not worthy to untie the sandals on His feet.’ 

(V26-27) Those back in Jerusalem rejected Jesus, so God in His grace gives them now this good news of salvation 
26 “Brothers, sons of Abraham’s race, and those among you who fear God, the message of this salvation has been sent to 

us. 27 For the residents of Jerusalem and their rulers, since they did not recognize Him or the voices of the prophets that 

are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled their words by condemning Him.  

 



(V28-30) God in His grace raised Jesus from the grave  
28 Though they found no grounds for the death penalty, they asked Pilate to have Him killed. 29 When they had fulfilled all 

that had been written about Him, they took Him down from the tree and put Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him from 

the dead,  

(V31) God in His grace showed many the resurrected Jesus & made them His witnesses  
31 and He appeared for many days to those who came with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses to 

the people.  (If previously they hadn’t thought of Jesus as the Savior/ Messiah, His resurrection= verification)  

(V32-37) The promises of the Bible have always pointed to, and are fulfilled in, Jesus 
32 And we ourselves proclaim to you the good news of the promise that was made to our ancestors. 33 God has fulfilled 

this for us, their children, by raising up Jesus, as it is written in the second Psalm: You are My Son; today I have become 

Your Father.  34 Since He raised Him from the dead, never to return to decay, He has spoken in this way, I will grant you 

the faithful covenant blessings made to David. 35 Therefore He also says in another passage, You will not allow Your Holy 

One to see decay. 36 For David, after serving his own generation in God’s plan, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, 

and decayed. 37 But the One God raised up did not decay.  

(V38-39) Salvation is found only in Jesus, not in keeping ‘The Law’ 
38 Therefore, let it be known to you, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to you, 39 and 

everyone who believes in Him is justified from everything that you could not be justified from through the law of 

Moses.  

This audience, Jews and converts to Judaism, believed that salvation came through the works of ‘The Law’ 

God gave them ‘The law’….. but it does not provide salvation, it was never meant to!  

What it does is points to the need of salvation!  

The law shows us our condition, but it cannot fix us-  

it’s like a mirror, it can reveal your condition, but cannot fix it  

 

Galatians 2:16 (NLT) Yet we know that a person is made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. 

And we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be made right with God because of our faith in Christ, not 

because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be made right with God by obeying the law.” 

If you think you must do XYZ to be made right with God, please stop- it’s only by faith in the resurrected Jesus  

 

V38 forgiveness of sins through Jesus- (let me talk to someone this morning) 

Jesus wants to take the overwhelming weight of your guilt, shame, and regret   

 

V39 justified of everything-  

meaning not only God will treat me “just as if I never sinned”, but also, “just as if I always obeyed”  

Jesus wants to take the overwhelming weight of your guilt, shame, and regret 

and cover you with His own perfect and pure obedience  

 Anyone can exchange their condemnation for justification (Romans 8:1) 

 

(V40-41) Don’t make the mistake others’ have made of not believing in Jesus as Savior 
40 So beware that what is said in the prophets does not happen to you: 41 Look, you scoffers, marvel and vanish away, 

because I am doing a work in your days, a work that you will never believe, even if someone were to explain it to you.”  

 

There is no such thing as a neutral response to the Gospel – no middle ground  
42 As they were leaving, the people begged that these matters be presented to them the following Sabbath.  
43 After the synagogue had been dismissed, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who 

were speaking with them and persuading them to continue in the grace of God. 

I want to encourage YOU today- I may not know what’s going on once you go home- what problems, difficulties, 

questions, family issues, faith struggles…you have; but continue in the grace of God 

 Look for, and count, His blessings on you. 



44 The following Sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the message of the Lord.  
45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to oppose what Paul was saying by 

insulting him. 

They would rather have their own glory than God’s grace 

 
46 Then Paul and Barnabas boldly said: “It was necessary that God’s message be spoken to you first. But since you reject 

it and consider (lit. judge) yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles! 47 For this is what the Lord 

has commanded us: I have made you a light for the Gentiles to bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”  

That was the call on Paul & Barnabas, take the gospel to the gentiles; 

 Do you know God has a call on YOUR life, to take the gospel to specific people?  
48 When the Gentiles heard this, they rejoiced and glorified the message of the Lord, and all who had been appointed to 

eternal life believed. 49 So the message of the Lord spread through the whole region.  

The Gospel IS good news! Never forget that. 

 

SIDENOTE: 

V48 strongest, perhaps the only, case for individual predestination (that God choses who will be, and won’t be, saved).  

I don’t dare make that leap; all I believe we can confidently surmise from this verse, taking into account the rest 

of scripture, is that God’s move toward us always precedes our move toward him1    (1 John 4:19) 

 

But even though it is always good news, it is not always welcomed news. 
50 But the Jews incited the prominent women, who worshiped God, and the leading men of the city. They stirred up 

persecution against Paul and Barnabas and expelled them from their district. 51 But they shook the dust off their 

feet against them and went to Iconium.  

How do we know when it’s time to stop sharing the gospel with someone?? 

 When there’s someone else eager to hear it. 
 

52 And the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. 

There is no joy like pointing someone to Jesus- if you’ve ever shared the message of the good news, you know.  

 

If following Jesus doesn’t lead you to hungry, hurting, broken people, then you probably aren’t following Jesus- Bob Goff 

 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- The Gospel is the-best-news-ever. 

   My soul depends on it;  

Others’ souls depend on me sharing it. 

 

People may change their behavior if you share with them your advice, 

 But they will only experience heart transformation, true renewal, fulfillment,  

if you share with them God’s good news- Jesus is who we long for: meaning, life, purpose (Dead/buried/rose)  

 

What’s your next step in following Jesus? 

THE CHALLENGE- Identify who depends on you to share the best news ever with them 

Write down a list of 3 people- you can use the strategy:  

PRAY (John 16:23-24), CARE (1 John 3:16-18), SHARE (Romans 10:13-15)  

 

If you don’t have a burden for lost souls, be burdened that you don’t  

and ask God to give you a burden until you have a burden- James Merritt  

 

 



BULLPEN: 

V13 Relational conflict doesn’t have to end in failure- restoration is possible  

 Paul wanted nothing to do with him, but by the time he writes 2 Timothy (last letter we have from him)  

he tells Timothy to bring along Mark because he is useful! (2 Timothy 4:11)   

 

V14 Alexander the great said that was one of the most difficult parts of his expeditions; 

Surely some of what Paul wrote ion 2 Cor. He experienced in this journey  

2 Corinthians 11:25-27 25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. 

Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea. 26 I have traveled on many long journeys. I have faced danger 

from rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger from my own people, the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I 

have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, and on the seas. And I have faced danger from men who claim to 

be believers but are not. 27 I have worked hard and long, enduring many sleepless nights. I have been hungry and 

thirsty and have often gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to keep me 

warm. 

 

God was faithfully graceful in the past (V17-25);  

God is faithfully gracious today still (26-39)   

 

V46-49 is a turning point in history (we’ve been anticipating it since the start of the series) 

 

V52 God uses the suffering of His children to reach out to others who might be saved (Philippians 1:12) 

 With God there is no wasted pain/ heartache  

 

(God chose them, exalted them, led them, put up with them, gave them land, gave them judges, gave them prophets, 

gave them kings, gave them Jesus) 

 
 

1 https://reknew.org/2008/01/how-do-you-respond-to-acts-1348/ 

Greg Boyd on Acts 13:48- 

This verse is in my estimation the strongest verse in the Bible supporting individual predestination. All other passages 

dealing with predestination can and should be interpreted in a corporate sense. Here, however, the text says “as many 

as,” thereby ruling out a corporate interpretation. 

Calvinists assume that this destiny was given to the elect before the world began by sheer divine fiat, but the text simply 

does not say this. To be sure, there are several other texts which do say that we were predestined before the foundation 

of the world (Eph. 1:4–5; 2 Tim. 1:9) but the “we” of these verses is a corporate “we.” These verses do not support 

individual election to salvation (see How do you respond to 2 Timothy 1:9-10?). 

Acts 13:48 simply tells us that by the time Paul and Barnabas preached to these Gentiles, some of them had been 

destined to eternal life. No mentioned is made of a mysterious eternal decree by which some were chosen for salvation 

and others left to damnation. Just as Judas was destined for perdition when his heart became irrevocably hardened 

toward God (see How do you respond to John 13:18-19, 17:12?), so these individuals were “destined for eternal life” 

when their hearts were by grace opened to God. 

…this verse teaches that God’s move toward us always precedes our move toward him 

https://reknew.org/2008/01/how-do-you-respond-to-acts-1348/
https://biblia.com/bible/tniv/Eph.%201.4%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/tniv/2%20Tim.%201.9
http://www.gregboyd.dreamhosters.com/qa/open-theism/responses-to-objections/how-do-you-respond-to-2-timothy-19%e2%80%9310/
https://biblia.com/bible/tniv/Acts%2013.48
http://www.gregboyd.dreamhosters.com/qa/open-theism/responses-to-objections/how-do-you-respond-to-john-1318%e2%80%9319-1712/

