
SERIES: THE MOVEMENT- A journey through the astonishing book of Acts  

TEXT: Acts 14:1-20  // Daily Decisions  

Hook- Indiana Jones is James Bond without all the gadgets 

  ‘The Last Crusade’- looking for the holy grail (cup used by Jesus at last supper- supposed to give health and immortality) 

Had to go through a number of tests in different rooms- finally makes it to the final one in which he had to 

choose from an assortment of cups, which one belonged to Jesus. 

 Guardian knight said he must ‘choose wisely’ because there were consequences tied to each choice  

  Choosing the wrong cup led to death- right cup to life 

 

Deuteronomy 30:19-20 NLT 19 “Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. 

Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your 

descendants might live! 20 You can make this choice by loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and committing yourself 

firmly to him. This is the key to your life. And if you love and obey the Lord, you will live long in the land the Lord swore 

to give your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 

 

THE TENSION- The decisions we make today, pave the direction we’re heading into tomorrow  

What we chose to believe of Jesus in any given moment, dilemma, problem, temptation will affect what choice 

we make, and that will pave the way for who we are becoming  

 

I’d like to point out 5 choices we all must make that will impact life here, and perhaps even life after death  

 

The same thing happened in Iconium;  

13:51 Iconium- the journey from Pisidian Antioch to Iconium was about 90 miles, again, treacherous and difficult  

 They were unrelenting in order to share the gospel- but others were as unrelenting to stop them (V19) 

 

they entered the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed.  
2 But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up and poisoned the minds of the Gentiles against the brothers. 3 So they 

stayed there for some time and spoke boldly in reliance on the Lord, who testified to the message of His grace by 

granting that signs and wonders be performed through them. 4 But the people of the city were divided, some siding with 

the Jews and some with the apostles.  

I have to decide what to do with the message of Jesus 

 We said last week, there is no neutral response-  

the people were divided because the message confronted them with only 2 choices- take it or leave it  

 

We are familiar with DIVISION- divorce rates soaring, political divide, socioeconomic gaps, racial prejudice, etc.- 

 

There is a beneficial division: the way a doctor divides a patient from its tumor,  

or police divide a child from an abusive home, or a person divides himself away from a drug habit  

 

Luke 12:51-53 51 Do you think that I came here to give peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now 

on, five in one household will be divided: three against two, and two against three. 
53 They will be divided, father against son, son against father, mother against daughter, daughter against mother, 

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

 

The message of Jesus, the gospel, God’s grace for sinners who will trust and believe in Him- THAT divides people 

The default mode of the heart is works-based righteousness- believe in yourself  

 

 

 



Jesus said in Matthew 7: There’s roads and 2 gates- broad and narrow- they lead to different 2 destinations  

There are 2 kinds of trees that bear two different kinds of fruit 

   There’s two types of foundations, sand, and rock 

 

Jesus came to separate/ divide us away from the POWER and the PRESSENCE of sin 

 Unless that division takes place, we cannot be united to Him for eternal life 

 

What will you do with His message which He calls good news? 

 

I have to decide what to do with the mission of Jesus 
5 When an attempt was made by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to assault and stone them, 6 they found 

out about it and fled to the Lycaonian towns called Lystra and Derbe, and to the surrounding countryside. 7 And there 

they kept evangelizing. 

They want to kill Paul and Barnabas for evangelizing- so they flee elsewhere and do what? Evangelize more  

 

I have to decide what to do with the mission of Jesus 

 Do I give in or give up to what I’m called to do?  

Lystra about 20 miles south of Iconium;  

Derbe about 60miles southeast of Lystra; both tough journeys  

 What are you called to do and be? 

  Share the good news; be a good wife, husband, son, daughter, loving friend,  

Forgive others so that they may know God’s forgiveness, avoid sin, serve 

wholeheartedly, etc.           what will you do with the mission before you? 

 
8 In Lystra a man without strength in his feet, lame from birth, and who had never walked, sat 9 and heard Paul speaking. 

After observing him closely and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 10 Paul said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your 

feet!” And he jumped up and started to walk around. 

I have to decide to trust Jesus can work a miracle  

 We all face circumstances beyond our control but never out of God’s control 

  Difficulties are opportunities to trust God 

 

We were/ are that man- without strength to walk the road to get to God-  

and He performed the most astonishing miracle- our salvation!  

He is able and willing to do far more than we can think or imagine  

 

I have to decide to consider if perhaps I may have misplaced worship  
11 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have 

come down to us in the form of men!” 12 And they started to call Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the 

main speaker. 13 Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the town, brought oxen and garlands to the 

gates. He, with the crowds, intended to offer sacrifice. 

They think this shows something about Paul instead of realizing that it shows something about God  

   

You and I may not exalt Zeus or Hermes, but we still have a temptation to exalt people- leaders, pastors even 

When we confuse the message with the messenger, we distort the gospel   

we should give respect and honor to spiritual leaders, but not “hero-worship” 

Hero worship lowers the standard of godliness  

and raises the person to a dangerous height for both the leader and those they lead  

 

 



Perhaps its not people you tend to place above God- maybe its things, or your career, house, car, money 

 

Isaiah 44:18-20 Such stupidity and ignorance! Their eyes are closed, and they cannot see. Their minds are shut, and they 

cannot think. 19 The person who made the idol never stops to reflect, “Why, it’s just a block of wood! I burned half of it 

for heat and used it to bake my bread and roast my meat. How can the rest of it be a god? Should I bow down to 

worship a piece of wood?” 20 The poor, deluded fool feeds on ashes. He trusts something that can’t help him at all. 

Yet he cannot bring himself to ask, “Is this idol that I’m holding in my hand a lie?” 

 

 Will money save you? Will your career, house, car, education, relationship, works of charity, etc??? 

Will any of those things ever be able to fill the vast whole in your soul, or comfort at the deepest level,  

or even add a day to your life and even more to your eternal life?  

Will any of those things truly remove the guilt and shame you’re running from?  

 

I have to decide to consider if perhaps I may have misplaced worship  
14 The apostles Barnabas and Paul tore their robes when they heard this and rushed into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Men! 

Why are you doing these things?  

Not really asking- our marriage counselor told us regarding ‘why would you do that, think that, etc’- ‘are you really 

asking the question or are you actually trying to say something else’ ? Here Paul is saying STOP IT! 

We are men also, with the same nature as you, and we are proclaiming good news to you, that you should turn from 

these worthless things to the living God,  

We have deep within the proclivity for DISORDERED affections – we long for worthless things-  

or impose on good things a value and purpose they do not possess, and thereby making them worthless  

 

Turn from and to- repent,- what do you need to turn from so you could turn to God in that area?  

 Repentance is GOOD for us! Think about it, we turn away from worthless things, to the living God! 

 

who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything in them. 16 In past generations He allowed all the nations to go 

their own way, 17 although He did not leave Himself without a witness, since He did what is good by giving you rain from 

heaven and fruitful seasons and satisfying your hearts with food and happiness.”  

Paul’s message basically dismantles their pagan worldview and offers a correct theology; its not Zeus or Aphrodite, 

hades, Apollo, who provide for them, it has always been God 

Their worldview said that they had to offer sacrifices to appease the gods and hopefully get a good harvest;  

Paul says that God has graciously provided for them in spite of their previous ignorance and idolatrous sacrifices  

 

God is Creator and Maintainer – He gives goodness in everyday moments (v17)- look for it! WORSHIP HIM 
18 Even though they said these things, they barely stopped the crowds from sacrificing to them. 

 Misplaced, disordered worship 

Joshua 24:14-15 chose this day whom you will serve  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I have to decide to continue to walk with Jesus even when misery walks with me 
19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and when they had won over the crowds and stoned Paul, they 

dragged him out of the city, thinking he was dead. 20 After the disciples surrounded him, he got up and went into the 

town. The next day he left with Barnabas for Derbe. 

Sometimes God delivers you from mishaps (V6), and sometimes through them 

Galatians 6:17 …. I bear on my body scars for the cause of Jesus.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:7-9 NLT 7 We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars 

containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from ourselves. 
8 We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. 9 We 

are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed. 

 Paul was struck down, but he didn’t stay down  

 

Look at V20- despite the discouraging situation, they press on, to preach at the next town 

 You and I are at a crossroads, what will you do? Head home or press on? 

Press on in ministry, press on for the sake of your marriage, press on in prayer,  

press on to complete the studies God has led you to for the future He has shown you,  

press on away from sin, press on telling yourself no and telling Jesus yes,  

press on in your walk with God,  

or in your journey as you get closer to understand His saving grace for you, PRESS ON! 

 

 

Like the urban poet E-40 said, “everybody got choices” 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- Everyday, every moment, every circumstance is an opportunity to choose the way of Jesus   

 Where have you been choosing your way, or someone else’s way,  

 Or even not consider your actions and just ramming your way through life thoughtlessly? 

 

 

CHALLENGE- What is my immediate next step in following Jesus? 

 Salvation/ baptism/ serve/ commit, deny 

 

 

COMMUNION 
 

 

 

 

BULLPEN 

The BIG 3 questions we all have an internal need to answer- where did I come from? Where am I going? Why am I here? 

 

V8-10 similar to the healing by Peter in Acts 3  

 Luke uses 2 pillars to drive the narrative in the book: Peter and Paul 

 Foundation of the church through Peter and the advancement of the church through Paul  

 

To the jews in the synagogue he used the OT scriptures to point to God- with this crowd he cant start with what they see 

in the scriptures, he has to start with what they can see in creation 

  

 Polytheistic/ monotheistic  


