
SERIES: THE MOVEMENT- A journey through the astonishing book of Acts  

TEXT: Acts 16:1-15  //  When God locks you out 

 

HOOK: A bunch of us took a trip to Oakland for the famous Brown Sugar Kitchen. When we got there, IT WAS CLOSED! 

Have you ever come to a door that should be open, but is locked? That can be pretty frustrating.  

 

Do I consider what God’s opinion is as I live my life? 

 

THE TENSION-  When we don’t factor God’s will for our journey,  

we will repeatedly try to walk through doors God closed  

 In the big choices and the littles ones (BTW life is made up of a half a dozen big choices, but a million little ones) 

 

Proverbs 16:9 NLT We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps. 

 

Paul’s 2nd missionary journey (spans chapter 16-18)- with him is Silas. 
1Then he went on to Derbe and Lystra, where there was a disciple named Timothy, the son of a believing Jewish 

woman, but his father was a Greek.  

Paul was stoned and left for dead the last time he was in Lystra! 

But it was in that trip a woman names Lois believed in the gospel, then her daughter Eunice, then her son Timothy. 

  

Be encouraged that even when you go through extremely difficult times, someone may be blessed through you  

 
2 The brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke highly of him. What do those around you have to say about you? 
3 Paul wanted Timothy to go with him,  

Why did Paul want timothy to go with him? Certainly, there isn’t anything Timothy could offer to Paul or Silas. 

Paul saw timothy and the value of his friendship. This was a divine appointment, an open door. 

We will not see the people God is putting in front of us (to evangelize or bring into our inner circle), and 

the doors God’s opening, as long as we’re only staring at our phones, only staying in our circles.  

   Look around. 

so he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, since they all knew that his father 

was a Greek. 4 As they traveled through the towns, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders at 

Jerusalem for them to observe. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in number daily. 

Don’t miss the irony here:  

the decisions from the elders at Jerusalem were that circumcision was NOT necessary for salvation;  

 

Some time earlier he refused to circumcise Titus, who was full gentile, Galatians 2:3-5. He adds in ch5: 
Galatians 5:1-6 NLT So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay free, and don’t get tied up again in slavery 

to the law. 2 Listen! I, Paul, tell you this: If you are counting on circumcision to make you right with God, then Christ will be 

of no benefit to you. 3 I’ll say it again. If you are trying to find favor with God by being circumcised, you must obey every 

regulation in the whole law of Moses. 4 For if you are trying to make yourselves right with God by keeping the law, you have 

been cut off from Christ! You have fallen away from God’s grace. 5 But we who live by the Spirit eagerly wait to receive by 

faith the righteousness God has promised to us. 

yet he has Timmy circumcised. WHAT?! Why? Next verse- 
6 For when we place our faith in Christ Jesus, there is no benefit in being circumcised or being uncircumcised. 

What is important is faith expressing itself in love. 

The fact that Timothy was part Jewish and not circumcised would mean no Jew would even listen to what he had to say 

 

Acts 15: Do you need to become a jew (circumcision) to become a Christian?- NO 

 In this case, circumcision made timothy more of a jew, but not anymore a Christian  

…still, why? 



 

Sometimes we have to earn the right to have people listen to what we have to share (gospel show/share) 

Tim isn’t a baby when he undergoes this MAJOR ‘minor surgery’  

 

Are we willing to do whatever it takes, short of sin, to see people hear and believe the gospel?? 

What would you be willing to sacrifice so someone might hear the good news?  

 

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 NLT Even though I am a free man with no master, I have become a slave to all people to bring 

many to Christ. 20 When I was with the Jews, I lived like a Jew to bring the Jews to Christ. When I was with those who 

follow the Jewish law, I too lived under that law. Even though I am not subject to the law, I did this so I could bring to 

Christ those who are under the law. 21 When I am with the Gentiles who do not follow the Jewish law, I too live apart 

from that law so I can bring them to Christ. But I do not ignore the law of God; I obey the law of Christ. 

What does love require of you?  
  

6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia and were prevented by the Holy Spirit from speaking the message 

in Asia. 7 When they came to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.  

Imagine timothy having had gone through major “minor surgery” so he could come along, just so that doors kept 

shutting close!   

When it’s God who closes a door, don’t try to force it open. you might hurt yourself 

 

God is in control of both sides of the door (He alone holds the keys), He is sovereign & providential-  

He assumes responsibility for the paths He didn’t allow you to walk through  

 

Revelation 3:7 NLT “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Philadelphia. This is the message from the one who is 

holy and true, the one who has the key of David. What he opens, no one can close; and what he closes, no one can 

open:  

 

Some of us won’t move passed closed doors.  

 When Jesus said “keep knocking” it doesn’t mean on doors that are obvious God Himself closed. 

Paul and Silas knew clearly who had prevented them from going.  

 

Yes, keep knocking- “pray higher”, but in doing that, we have to be asking what God’s will is.   

 

 

It doesn’t make much sense, does it? Why wouldn’t God want them to go spread the good news in those areas? Listen- 

Just because there’s a need you see, doesn’t mean you’re the one that needs to meet that need. 

 

Eisenhower decision matrix : “what is important is seldom urgent and what is urgent is seldom important” 

     

Jesus himself in His ministry would often pick up and leave a town with many sick people in order to head to the next 

town- laser focused 

 

God may be closing a door to you because it’s someone else’s’ to open 

 
 

 

 

 

 



8 So, bypassing Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 During the night a vision appeared to Paul: A Macedonian man was 

standing and pleading with him, “Cross over to Macedonia and help us!” 10 After he had seen the vision, we  

immediately made efforts (If you want guidance, obedience is critical) 

 to set out for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to evangelize them. 

 

To figure out what your immediate next step is, analyze the doors that have and haven’t opened, up to this point 

 

V10- CONCLUDING- sumbibazó (soom-bib-ad'-zo)= join together/ knit together 

They put together all the pieces- the closed doors, the open doors, the no’s and the go’s- and they made 

their decision of obedience based on the facts they had examined  

 

They couldn’t go south, they couldn’t go north, they had come from the east, so they go west- corralled  

*show map 

 
Proverbs 16:9 NLT We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps. 

 

Psalm119:105 NLT Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path. 

 We may have limited vision , but if we use His word to put the pieces together, its always just enough  

 
11 Then, setting sail from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace (island), the next day to Neapolis (they now 

reached Europe), 12 and from there to Philippi, a Roman colony, which is a leading city of that district of Macedonia.  

Philippi was a “little Rome” military veterans settled there, influential city  

We stayed in that city for a number of days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the city gate by the river, where we 

thought there was a place of prayer.  

No synagogue here. They were getting so far from home, that not only had Christianity not reached there, Jewish 

religion was minor there also. 

We sat down and spoke to the women gathered there.  

Closed doors tend to open our hearts 

A group of women wasn’t Paul’s first plan, especially in the 1st century- his M.O. was to talk to Jewish men first 

 At this point he’ll take anyone who will listen 

 

When we face closed door after closed door, roadblock after roadblock, detour after detour,  

we get desperate in how we pray and seek God-  

and it’s often in that interaction, that God changes our perspective (preconceived ideas and expectations)  

to better fit His heart and the doors He will actually open;  

 

If He had opened the door He intended for us right away, we may not have taken it, yet because of the work 

He’s done through closed doors our hearts are prepared for the open ones   

 
 



14 A woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira,  

(Wealthy, entrepreneur; still searching for more) 

who worshiped God (that’s Lukes way of saying she wasn’t Jewish but loved the Lord), was listening. The Lord opened 

her heart to pay attention to what was spoken by Paul. 15 After she and her household were baptized,  

each believed for themselves and followed in obedience to be baptized- have you?? 

she urged us, “If you consider me a believer in the Lord, come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 

God’s redirections always lead us to better destinations   

 

When you finally walk through the door God has opened, then you will realize why the other doors were closed 

  

Back in V10 a shift from THEY to WE:  the redirection places them on the path with Luke! 

  Our plans vs God’s plans (2 churches 2 prayers)  

  

Furthermore, A church will be planted here that will cause major damage to the devil’s kingdom  

(read Philippians)  

 

Revelation 3:8 NLT  “I know all the things you do, and I have opened a door for you that no one can close. You have little 

strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not deny me.  

 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- God uses both open and closed doors to guide us  

His prevention and permission 

 

Missionary David Livingstone, “without Christ, not one step; with Him, anywhere” 

 

CHALLENGE-  1. Is there a door I have been trying to force open that God has closed? 

  2. Have you walked through the most important of all doors? 

 

John 10:9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BULLPEN:  

Galatians written after 1st missionary journey 

 On this 2nd journey, Paul will write 1 & 2 Thessalonians  

Doctrine of providence- where God guides God provides  

2 Corinthians 2:12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, the Lord opened a door for me. (during the 

events in Acts 20) 

1 Corinthians 16:8-9 In the meantime, I will be staying here at Ephesus until the Festival of Pentecost. 9 There is a wide-

open door for a great work here, although many oppose me. 

No service without sacrifice 

1 Timothy 4 written about 14 years after this, V12 don’t let anyone look down on you because you’re young 

Don’t curse closed doors 

In this chapter we’ll see a total of 3 highlighted people being saved (one wealthy, one poor, one blue collar) 

 


