
SERIES: THE MOVEMENT- A journey through the astonishing book of Acts  

TEXT: Acts 15:36-41  // You can’t spell ISSUES without ‘U’ and ‘I’ 

 

HOOK: Take a moment to think of your greatest character strength (maybe a few)- write them down in the square 

  Don’t be humble it won’t help; unless that is your strength  

 

THE TENSION- Character strengths, unchecked, can develop into character weaknesses  

 

If your strength is that you’re knowledgeable, I can almost guarantee that you sometimes may come off as arrogant or 

unrelatable. (you’re the “actually…” person).  

Your battle is constantly to not look down on, or distance yourself, from those who know less than you. 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- My strengths are framed with the borders of my weaknesses (we’ll complete the statement later) 

  

We’ll address a few other principles in the text that have to do with disagreements, but I really think the reason 

those disagreements are there are to shed light back to this- My strengths are framed with the borders of my weaknesses 

   

Prayerfully ask the Lord to help you discern what is in those borders (fill it in)   

   I guarantee you those things will come to light when faced with the pressures of disagreements  

 

Melinda Gates- “Often our greatest weaknesses are the other side of our strengths.”  

Ex: if one of your strengths is openness, remember that there’s a fine line between sharing and oversharing.  

  

You may be asking, David what’s this have to do at all with my spiritual wellbeing? EVERYTRHING! 

KNOW YOURSELF. God in His grace has strengthened and gifted each one of us in various ways.  

But be careful, because your strength may lead you into sin if you are not on guard.  

 

Someone strong in discernment can easily become judgmental.  

Someone strong in accepting others can be in error by tolerating someone else’s sin or wrong belief. 

 

The secular world acknowledges that Our character strengths unchecked can develop into our character weaknesses,  

but the bible had already acknowledged it first, as we’ll see here. 
 

QUICK RECAP- Paul & Barnabas stand their ground against Christians who said salvation was indeed by grace but also 

they must be circumcised. 

They settle that disagreement, and everyone lives happily ever after, right?  

Not quite- another disagreement pops up, this time between Paul and Barnabas!  
 

36 After some time had passed, Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s go back and visit the brothers in every town where we have 

preached the message of the Lord and see how they’re doing.”  

SIDENOTE: Someone needs you to check in on them. You need someone to check in on you. Who’s that ONE for you? 
37 Barnabas wanted to take along John Mark. 38 But Paul did not think it appropriate to take along this man who had 

deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone on with them to the work.  

Back in Acts 13:13 John Mark had not only left them on their first journey, he abandoned them before the beatings and 

stoning had even started! 

 

Let me ask you, WHO’S RIGHT?   

Well, Luke doesn’t tell us, but it’s safe to assume they both considered they were right  

 



We do this too, when there’s disagreements, we know that WE are right… or at least that THEY are wrong. 

“From where I stand, I’m right, and if you only saw it from my eyes you would agree” 

Don’t win arguments and lose relationships (winning arguments only helps lawyers!)   

 

We must make room for disagreements when it comes to non-essentials  

(Some things are non-negotiable when it comes to certain doctrine, ethics and morality)  

 

Ephesians 4:2-3 NLT 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each 

other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding 

yourselves together with peace. 

 

TBH, they both had a good case. Proverbs 18:17 NLT The first to speak in court sounds right- until the cross-examination begins. 

 

Paul’s rationale: Following Jesus requires faithfulness (say no to your sin, say yes to Jesus, pick up your cross) 

Luke 9:62 But Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.  

Prov. 25:19 NLT Putting confidence in an unreliable person in times of trouble is like chewing with a broken tooth or walking on a lame foot. 

 

You could beat Paul, throw him in prison, stone him, or whatever, but you couldn’t stop him from proclaiming 

Jesus Christ and Him crucified as the only way of salvation. Paul’s weakness (at least at this point) was his 

inability to accept and work with a weaker man, like Mark, who had potential, but just wasn’t there yet.  

 

Barnabas rationale: Following Jesus requires grace (Yesterday’s sin does not define tomorrows obedience)  

Acts 9:26-27 When he arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to associate with the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, since they did 

not believe he was a disciple. 27 Barnabas, however, took him and brought him to the apostles and explained to them how Saul had 

seen the Lord on the road and that He had talked to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus.   

 

His name literally means son of encouragement- he gives courage! That’s his greatest strength, encouraging the 

fainthearted and helping the weak. He knew how to show grace to those who had failed. His weakness was 

showing grace to those who needed to be confronted.  

 

We must make room for disagreements for 2 reasons: 

1. We don’t know it all 

1 Cor. 13:9–10 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10 But when the perfect comes, the partial will 

come to an end.  

Talking with Mel- denominations, I think they can be of good, the issue is the lack of harmony  

2. God puts people into our lives to sand our rough edges. (show us the frame) 

      Difficult relationships can create God-like qualities in us… if we will open ourselves up to it.  

“Autonomous Christianity never works, because our spiritual life was designed by God to be a community 

project.”- Paul Tripp 

 

 

We must make room for disagreements, but  

How we disagree matters to God 
39 There was such a sharp disagreement that they parted company,  

In the beginning of the chapter they were arguing for the same team (v2), now they’re arguing with each other. 

 This is not the proudest moment in church history.  

The Greek word for “sharp disagreement” almost carries a tone of violence (jabbed/cut and having to respond) 

 

It may have been God’s will for the two men to separate and go on 2 separate missions,  

but not to separate through a heated argument. 

https://www.esv.org/verses/Luke%209%3A62/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Prov.%2025%3A19/
https://www.esv.org/verses/1%20Cor.%2013%3A9%E2%80%9310/


1 peter 4:8 Above all, maintain an intense love for each other, since love covers a multitude of sins. 

Several times in the life of this church, I have spoken with individuals and even families who have left because of 

a disagreement/ argument they had with someone else from church 

 

Every church no matter how great it may be is full of one type of person: sinners  

   If I haven’t unintentionally offended you or hurt you in some way, just give me some time LOL 

 

The harsh reality is, if these are the two most mighty missionaries in history, and even with all their strengths, they had 

enough weaknesses to lead them to the point of a heated argument and split up, then you and I should probably be 

aware of where our weaknesses are, so we may have healthy disagreements when they come 

 

Disagreements will be unavoidable; our weaknesses WILL be challenged, the question is,  

HOW do you disagree? (Because how we disagree matters to God) 

    

  Let me give you 2 questions to help asses how we disagree: 

What are you defending?  

   How are you defending it? (you may be right, but your posture is wrong) 

 

Those we have disagreements with are not our enemies; but we do have and enemy: the devil and his kingdom 

 

We have to make room for disagreement- when its unavoidable how we disagree matters,  

and even if you mess it all up be encouraged 

God uses our strengths, and even our weaknesses, to finish what He started 

In you, in your relationships, in your family, and in this church and in history. Look what happens- 

V39 and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed off to Cyprus. 40 Then Paul chose Silas and departed, after being 

commended to the grace of the Lord by the brothers. 41 He traveled through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the 

churches.  

Instead of going home, two teams go out! The original plan was just to revisit the churches they’d already planted, 

through this trip they will end up going to NEW places with the gospel 

I guarantee the devil was kicking his dog at this point!  

 

 He can’t stop what God started 

  God begun a work in you, no thing and no one, not even you can stop the gears from turning  

 

I’m sure John Mark matured through this, seeing Paul’s devotion to faithfulness and Barnabas’ devotion to grace  

 He ends up writing the first record of the life of Jesus 

We know Paul and Barnabas will be friends again, as Paul will mention him in some of his letters. 

Paul will even come to value John Mark’s friendship- at the end of his life, in his last letter from prison he says in 

2 Timothy 4:11 that Mark is useful and asks for him 

 

So, if you’re in a difficult season, or if maybe the margins of your frame (weaknesses) are wider than the inside 

(strengths) and you’re tired of letting that define you, remember- GOD’s NOT DONE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Here’s the main takeaway, but allow me to now complete the statement 

MAIN TAKEAWAY-  My strengths are framed with the borders of my weaknesses,  

which God intends to thin out through those around me. 

 

Eventually we’ll be like one of those Canvas pictures, frameless- conformed only to Jesus’ likeness  

For now, we need each other’s differences! 

 

CHALLENGE- Identify your strengths and the weaknesses they hide.  (you may need to ask someone else) 

  Pray that God works there. 

   

 

COMMUNION 

 Jesus died  

 Jesus rose 

 Jesus is coming back  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
BULLPEN: 

New York Times article- “Aristotle argued that virtues lie between deficiency and excess,  

and there’s a growing body of evidence suggesting that success doesn’t come from playing to your strengths.  

It comes from playing your strengths in the right situations.”  

 

That’s the gritty realness of the bible. Its just like real life because these were real lives.  

Often in our relationship disagreements, there isn’t always a clear-cut wrong side. Its much more nuanced than that.  

 The exception is obviously sin issues, heretical issues 

 

From the previous section 

Those 3 shifts destroy the foreword movement of the church  

• From a passion for outsiders to pacifying insiders  

• From grace to law  

• From a focus on internals to one on externals 

 

“The German philosopher Schopenhauer compared the human race to a bunch of porcupines huddling together on a cold winter’s night. He said, 

‘The colder it gets outside, the more we huddle together for warmth; but the closer we get to one another, the more we hurt one another with our 

sharp quills. And in the lonely night of earth’s winter eventually we begin to drift apart and wander out on our own and freeze to death in our 

loneliness.’” 

 They needed each other for the warmth, but they needled each other with their sharp quills 

 

“Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. But 

if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’ And if he refuses to 

hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” Matthew 18:15-17 

 

God doesn’t just cover our culpabilities, He uncovers new possibilities   

 

Robert Gonzalez writes, “…he disagreement wasn’t a matter of heresy or immorality. They weren’t arguing over a fundamental of the faith, such as 

the deity of Christ. Nor were they debating whether it was okay for a minister to live in adultery. Instead, we have two men fully committed to 

Christ disagreeing over the application of biblical principle. The tension is that Paul was putting a greater emphasis on one principle, and Barnabas 

on another. As they each placed their principles in the balance, the argument was over which way the scales were tipping.” 

 

Spiritual maturity is something we move towards in this life, but only a destination we reach in the next 

 

Unity- 

The Bible recognizes two kinds of unity. In Ephesians 4:3, Paul mentions the unity of the Spirit, which he says we must be diligent to preserve. This 

implies that it is a spiritual fact, based on shared life in Jesus Christ. If a person has been born again into the body of Christ, then we are members 

of one another, and we must be careful not to damage that unity. Then, in verse 13, he mentions the unity of the faith, which he says we are to 

attain to as we mature in Christ. This is the oneness of shared light regarding biblical truth. It is the fellowship that deepens as we mutually grow to 

understand and love the great doctrines of the faith. 

 Steven j cole 

 

(As Paul mentions in Galatians 2:13, even Barnabas was carried away with the hypocrisy of Peter and the other Jews who withdrew from eating 

with the Gentile Christians out of fear of offending the Judaizers.) 

 

Never put our hope in Christians, instead hope with Christians in Christ  

 

Don’t quit on God because of people 

 

 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1745691610393523
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2018.15-17
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