
SERIES: THE MOVEMENT- A journey through the astonishing book of Acts  

TEXT: Acts 16:16-18  // stomping snakes  

 

HOOK- ever go on a diet and have every commercial, every person ramp up their efforts to get you to not diet?! 

 

THE TENSION-  Our desires to be near to God are constantly opposed  

by spirits that desire to keep us from God 

 
16 Once, as we were on our way to prayer, a slave girl met us who had a spirit of prediction. She made a large profit for 

her owners by fortune-telling. 17 As she followed Paul and us she cried out, “These men, who are proclaiming to you the 

way of salvation, are the slaves of the Most High God.” The demon’s shouting is probably done in mockery, and is 

intended to disrupt, not enhance, the preaching of the gospel. 

 18 And she did this for many days. But Paul was greatly aggravated (the Greek verb- annoyed) and turning to the spirit, 

said, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came out right away.  

 

4 observations and an application point- 

 

Jesus is for the well known and the unknown (the prestigious and the possessed)  

Although we don’t hear about her anymore after this, most commentators believe she became a follower of Jesus after 

this deliverance 

Mark 5:18-20 As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed kept begging Him to be 

with Him. 19 But He would not let him; instead, He told him, “Go back home to your own people, and report to 

them how much the Lord has done for you and how He has had mercy on you.” 20 So he went out and began to 

proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and they were all amazed. 

 

The previous section of the chapter- Lydia, businesswoman (dealer of purple cloth), religious- 

Here we see a nameless girl, twice in bondage- slave and possessed  

 Luke, the writer, wants us to see the glaring contrast between these two: 

 

One was wealthy - the other poor 

             One was a high standing community member - the other exploited and abused 

One was religious and moral - the other broken and tormented 

          One comes to know Jesus through a bible study- the other through an unexpected encounter  

 

To the world you may be everything or you may be nothing-  

but to Jesus we are all creatures made in His image, sinful, in need of redemption 

 

The good news of Jesus REACHES into all backgrounds and people (Muslim, atheist, rich, poor, intellectual, idiots, etc) 

 It reaches out to you today! Where you are. (stay at home mom, fry cook, CEO) 

 

 

 

The spiritual world has a persuasive push and pull on our physical world  

If you just read: 

As she followed Paul and us she cried out, “These men, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation, are the slaves 

of the Most High God.” 18 And she did this for many days. But Paul was greatly aggravated  

there doesn’t seem to be anything unnatural going on- but Luke tells us (V16) the girl had a spirit 

Notice that after reaching the edge of his patience, Paul turns and addresses the SPIRIT, and not the girl.  

 



Unseen before us right now, there are radio frequencies and data flying around everywhere in this room 

it’s there though we can’t see it, and invisible as it may be, it does affect our tangible world and even our minds.  

So also, the spiritual realm. And every now and then God pulls back the curtain and we can see what’s going on. 

 

You have to understand our world the way the bible addresses it- 

• We are spirits living in/through physical bodies- we are embodied spirits.   

(Dead people are disembodied spirits longing for their dwelling) 

2 Corinthians 5:1-5 NLT For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when 

we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God 

himself and not by human hands. 2 We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on our 

heavenly bodies like new clothing. 3 For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not be spirits without 

bodies. 4 While we live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it’s not that we want to die and 

get rid of these bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our new bodies so that these dying 

bodies will be swallowed up by life. 5 God himself has prepared us for this, and as a guarantee he has 

given us his Holy Spirit. 

 

• God is spirit doesn’t need a body  

John 4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth. 

This makes the incarnation even more amazing! (John 1:14) 

 

• There’s a 3rd group of beings/might be good to think of them as people (though not persons, they have 

no personhood)- Spirits with no bodies 

   Some good (we usually refer to them as angels)- they serve the Lord 

   Some bad (we refer to them as demons)- they chose to rebel against God, & continue to do so 

 

At every turn, these spirits with no bodies who rebelled, continue to oppose anything that bears God’s mark: 

 Families, Justice, Peace, God defined sexuality, order- and especially the spreading of the good news 

Satan=adversary/ opposer   

 

Their main strategy is DECEPTION 

(In Deuteronomy 32, God tells the people that the other gods they are worshipping are actually demons) 

Revelation 12:9 NLT This great dragon—the ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the 

whole world—was thrown down to the earth with all his angels. 

1 Timothy 4:1-2 Now the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will depart from the faith, paying 

attention to deceitful spirits and the teachings of demons, 2 through the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are 

seared.   

 

The instances where “the curtain is pulled back”, tend to happen in geographic locations that are receiving the gospel 

for the first time. This explains why demonic activity is so much more prevalent in the book Luke, and then here in Acts 

in the places where there was not a strong presence of worshippers of God. 

 

Yet even when the curtain isn’t pulled back, spiritual opposition is present,  

 You’ve experienced it- maybe the curtain pulled back-  

or maybe through people being influenced demonically, to oppose anything relating to your faith 

maybe through temptation that keep popping up, etc. 

 

 

 

 



Our concerns about the future can be calmed through the confidence of the good news  

Spirit of prediction….fortune-telling 

pneuma pythona 

Greek mythology- Zeus has wife, Hara, but has an affair with Leto, and she gets pregnant with twins.  

Hara wants her gone so she goes to Delphi, where Pytho lives, a snake creature.  

Pytho’s job is to protect the oracle there at Delphi. Hara gets Pytho to go after Leto.  

As she’s running for her life, she gives birth to Artemis and then Apollo.  

Eventually apollo goes to Delphi cause no one messes with his momma, and shoots Pytho dead w/ arrows. 

Apollo takes over the oracle there and is now the Greek god of, among other things, knowledge of the future. 

Virgin priestesses would invoke Apollo in trances, on behalf of generals, rulers, civilians, etc.  

  

  That’s what Dr Luke’s readers would think of when they read python spirit    

   A culture saturated with going to the occult to find peace for the future things  

 

No commander would set out on a major military campaign, nor would an emperor make an important decree without 

first consulting an oracle to see how things might turn out.  

Likewise, businessmen  and anyone with concerns for the future  

A slave girl with a clairvoyant gift was thus a veritable gold mine for her owners.    

 

Those without the confidence of eternal life desire to have some assurance of their future- we have it in the gospel 

 

How was the demon able to tell the future if only God is omniscient? 

Demons are created beings, not “gods” themselves, they can’t know the future, but they can steer events based on their 

influence over people and inspecting people’s behavior (patterns) 

 

The devil may not know what God is going to do tomorrow, but he does have a pretty good idea of what our 

predicted behaviors are, and who is more susceptible to more influence, or even possession. 

 

“I may not know what my future holds, but I know who holds my future” 

  Find contort for tomorrow in knowing Jesus rules today   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



No serpent ever stood a chance against the lion and the lamb 

In Greek mythology the snake would evoke people to think of future telling, Delphi, etc. 

To bible readers, we know the snake is a symbol for satan, since Genesis 3:1 

  

Jesus crushes snakes-  

Genesis 3:15 I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed. He will strike your 

head, and you will strike his heel. 

Romans 16:20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 

 

The authority of Jesus is supreme even over the audacity of demons  

 

Every attempt, every demon that stands in the way of the mission, ends up actually furthering the mission of God! 

 

The power to drive this demon out was not Paul’s, but the power of Jesus. 

Apollo was the son of their most high God;  

Paul commands the snake spirit out in the name of the Son of the true God, Jesus  

 

Rev 12:7-12 7 Then there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon and his angels. 8 And the 

dragon lost the battle, and he and his angels were forced out of heaven. 9 This great dragon—the ancient serpent called 

the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the whole world—was thrown down to the earth with all his angels. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens, “It has come at last— salvation and power and the Kingdom of 

our God, and the authority of his Christ.  For the accuser of our brothers and sisters has been thrown down to earth— 

the one who accuses them before our God day and night. 11 And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and 

by their testimony. And they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O 

heavens! And you who live in the heavens, rejoice! But terror will come on the earth and the sea, for the devil has come 

down to you in great anger, knowing that he has little time.” 

 

 

 

Here’s the application point for us- 

MAIN TAKEAWAY-  Jesus extends freedom  

where demons have established bondage 

 Burdened, oppressed, addictions, negative thinking, anger, worries, etc 

 

Freedom for the Penalty of sin (justified) 

Freedom from the Power of sin (sanctified) 

Freedom from the Presence of sin (glorified)  

 

CHALLENGE-  Identify where in your walk with Jesus, or to Jesus, you have encountered repeated opposition-  

  Commit to pray for freedom in that area fore the next 7 days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BULLPEN: 

Luke 11:20-26 exorcism is useless if the person is not then indwelt by the Spirit of God 

 

No synagogue here- 10 jewish men needed for one, perhaps that’s why 

 

“most high” some speculate she was referring to zeus, unlikely because Luke also records another demon saying the 

same phrase to Jesus 

 However, those who hear her are likely to interpret the demons’ words to mean Zeus  

 

The text cannot mean for us what it did not mean for them, but, we have the advantage of the understanding that we 

now have from scripture, and of history (this is not a spirit that chokes, BUT we can make the analogy of snake spirit to 

the devil) 

 

Luke 10:(NLT) 17 When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to him, “Lord, even the demons obey 

us when we use your name!” 18 “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning! 19 Look, I have given you 

authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will 

injure you. 20 But don’t rejoice because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because your names are registered in heaven.” 

 

Deuteronomy 32:15b-18 

He abandoned the God who made him and scorned the Rock of his salvation. 16 They provoked His jealousy with foreign 

gods; they enraged Him with detestable practices. They sacrificed to demons, not God, to gods they had not known, new 

gods that had just arrived, which your fathers did not fear. 18 You ignored the Rock who gave you birth; you forgot the 

God who gave birth to you. 

 

Demons through people say true things about Jesus- Mark 1:24-25; 5:7-8; Luke 4:34-35 

 

 

Deuteronomy 18:10-12 NLT never sacrifice your son or daughter as a burnt offering.[a] And do not let your people 

practice fortune-telling, or use sorcery, or interpret omens, or engage in witchcraft, 11 or cast spells, or function as 

mediums or psychics, or call forth the spirits of the dead. 12 Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord. It is 

because the other nations have done these detestable things that the Lord your God will drive them out ahead of you.  

 

Exodus 23:22 But if you will carefully obey him and do everything I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and a 

foe to your foes.  

Serpent Revelation 12:9; 20:2, 10 

 

Power over the demonic is found in the name of Jesus, but the name cannot be divorced from Jesus himself and a 

transformed person by the Holy Spirit. ωlearly, the authority is in Jesus’ name, not Paul’s, but that power only is found 

through authentic disciples. (Acts 19- Jesus I know and Paul I recognize, but who are you?) 

 


