
SERIES: THE MOVEMENT- A journey through the astonishing book of Acts  

TEXT: Acts 17:1-15  // King Jesus frees us 

Hook-Nivea in her car seat “ I want to do it”- stays stuck unless dad gets her free 

 That’s a lot like many peoples relationship with Jesus 

THE TENSION- King Jesus frees us. King/Queen me, doesn’t always agree. 

 Non-Christians- it’s a big decision to take- He’s claiming Lordship over your life 

 Christians- it still has implications- do you think God wants to keep you bound to that sin pattern? 

 

We’ll see 2 cities that each had a choice to make regarding King Jesus- you today have a choice to make also. 

 

RECAP- 2nd missionary journey- Philippi, prison, beat, bound, delivered  

You and I are here, in this room, because of the events that happened in this book 

 

Then they traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue.  
2 As usual, Paul went to the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days reasoned with them from the Scriptures,  

The bible is more than a book; it’s the meeting place where we come near to God and He comes near to us  

V2, 11 

 

You cannot rely on the 50 minutes you hear me speak-  

you must dig into the bible for yourself, at the level in which God has you right now-  

some will dive into the Hebrew/Greek while others of you will hang on to a verse a day-  

whatever level you’re at dig in 

 
3 explaining and showing that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead: “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is 

the Messiah.”  
4 Then some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, including a great number of God-fearing Greeks, as well 

as a number of the leading women. 

My guilt was enough, that I had to die. His grace is enough that the Messiah did in my place. 

 

Isaiah 53:3-5 NLT He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. 

We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. 
4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. 

And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! 
5 But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. 

He was beaten so we could be whole, He was whipped so we could be healed. 

 

Either Jesus took our penalty on Himself, or we will pay for it in eternity  

 

Paul has to correct their understanding of who the promised one would be- untangle their preconceived knots-  

some of us have had to undue some of the thinking of who we thought God was 

 

The Jews had a problem with the messiah (anointed one) being a suffering servant, they wanted a military power, 

because it would imply they were sinners too, not just gentiles 

 we are too good at seeing the bad in others, not as good in seeing it in ourselves 

 

“I needed Your grace more, Than I thought I ever would, You forgave more, Than I thought You ever could 

I was stronger in my head, But truth is, I need Your grace”- GRACE, Johnathon McReynolds  

 

 



5 But the Jews became jealous, and they brought together some scoundrels from the marketplace, formed a mob, and 

started a riot in the city. Attacking Jason’s house, they searched for them to bring them out to the public assembly.  

Where we put the most effort to disregard what God says, is where we find our idols 

V5 they preferred their tradition over transformation  
 

6 When they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city officials, shouting, “These 

men who have turned the world upside down have come here too,  
7 and Jason has received them as guests! They are all acting contrary to Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another 

king—Jesus!”  

If Jesus is King it changes everything….(He is) 

Turn the world upside down by: proclaiming Jesus is king (and all the implications of that); and by loving our family of 

faith (and all of the implications of that)  

 

AD33 Jesus of Nazareth (small town not known worldwide) crucified in Jerusalem 

3 days later his body is mysteriously missing from his tomb, His followers start to say that this man was risen from the 

dead 

16-20 years later, Rome is in riots- Jews were in fierce arguments about a man named Chrestus (whom most scholars 

agree is Jesus the Christ) 

Emperor Claudius kicked out all Jewish people from Rome 

A few years later Paul comes prancing into Thessalonica talking about this Jesus- the Jews there are in such an 

uproar the not only drive him out of Thessalonica but chase him into Berea and out to Athens  

Point being, Jesus turned the world, not upside down, but right side up- and everyone had to chose for 

themselves what they thought about Jesus  
 

8 The Jews stirred up the crowd and the city officials who heard these things.  
9 So taking a security bond from Jason and the others, they released them. 

Thessalonica 200,000 residents. Was a “free city” (given status by Rome to govern itself) . the chaos had the potential to 

get out of control quickly, the officials needed to halt it quickly, lest they loose their position with Rome. 

 
10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas off to Berea. On arrival, they went into the synagogue of the 

Jews.  

We won’t find opportunities to share our faith if we aren’t looking for them V10,2 

Synagogue- again- Caesar expelled the Jews from Rome in AD 49. Wherever they settled, they open a synagogue if there 

were enough of them, to teach the Old Testament (Torah) and preserve their culture.  

These were easy spaces where Paul could initiate gospel conversations. 

 

We must intentionally steward conversations towards Jesus 

  Haicut, work, in line, dmv, etc 

Find ways to connect- work, play, enjoy life…with gospel intentionality 

Volunteer (loveinc, pregnancy help center, etc), coach a sport, hosting (book club, wayGROUP, grill), take walks, 

same restaurants, same cashiers, etc 

 
11 The people here were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, since they welcomed the message with 

eagerness and examined the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.  
12 Consequently, many of them believed, including a number of the prominent Greek women as well as men.  

The message of the gospel doesn’t leave room for undecided V11,4 

 Some will believe, others will oppose- the gospel demands a response  
 



13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica found out that God’s message had been proclaimed by Paul at Berea, they came 

there too, agitating and disturbing the crowds.  
14 Then the brothers immediately sent Paul away to go to the sea, but Silas and Timothy stayed on there.  
15 Those who escorted Paul brought him as far as Athens, and after receiving instructions for Silas and Timothy to come 

to him as quickly as possible, they departed. 

God’s message of reconciliation will always bring opposition  

1 Samuel 8:7 But the LORD told him, “Listen to the people and everything they say to you. They have not rejected you; 

they have rejected Me as their king. 

John 15:18-19 If the world hates you, understand that it hated Me first. 19If you were of the world, it would love you as 

its own. Instead, the world hates you, because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. 

 

The Bible makes claims that. Require deep contemplation: absolute authority of God; one way to life; total surrender  

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- The good news of King Jesus is bad news for those who wish to rule themselves   

 

 

CHALLENGE- What is your immediate next step in following Jesus? 

  Write in in a connection card and drop it in the offering box 

   1.as a sign that you offer this next step to God 

   2.as accountability that we could connect with you and follow up 
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BULLPEN: 

I’m tired of seeing people struggle through life with their bibles closed. Struggle through life with your bible open! 

 

Turn the world upside down- as we live out our faith, we are dismantling satan’s hold on the world 

 Sin disorients our souls  

Our message pierces hearts and offends minds  

 

Jason, the man who welcomed Christians in 

 

V5-6 Paul and his bros had stepped out for a minuet oi hit the drive through at chickfila 

 

Christianity is not a blind faith. It is both the power of God and is well reasoned. 

 

1-3 the bible is reasonable 

4 people are persuaded 

5-9some prefer ‘Caesar’ to king Jesus, because Jesus turns your world upside down 

10-11 open yet examining  

12 they get it, again, the gospel makes sense 

13-15 opps keep the pressure  

 

Both stories, in both cities- what God used to bring about big change was the scriptures  

 

Your bible has 2 letters Paul would later write to the church in Thessalonica; 1st and 2nd Thessalonians  

 

Thessalonica was the capital of Macedonia  

Paul and friends are traveling Via Egnatia (one of the interstates of ancient world; Jesus came at the perfect time 

in history)- 

  

Paul wasn’t just given bible trivia- we miss out if we approach scripture without keeping in mind the overall thread 

across all 66 of its books and over 40 authors and spanning over thousands of years of events- and its this: we sin and 

need saving, the only way was for God to become a man and die in the place of mankind- and He has in Jesus 

 

Paul has faced much pain and hardship for preaching Jesus, but he wont stop (1 Thessalonians 2:1-2 NLT You yourselves 

know, dear brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not a failure. 2 You know how badly we had been treated at 

Philippi just before we came to you and how much we suffered there. Yet our God gave us the courage to declare his 

Good News to you boldly, in spite of great opposition.)  

 

Paul reasons with logic and rationale- essentially saying “think about it” 

 

They weren’t setting the world upside down, they were setting it right side up  

 

V8 maybe the officials had heard about the embarrassment the Philippian officials went through when they had to 

apologize to Paul and Silas, and they didn’t want to go through the same thing themselves  

 

1 Thessalonians 1:4-10 NLT We know, dear brothers and sisters, that God loves you and has chosen you to be his own 

people. 5 For when we brought you the Good News, it was not only with words but also with power, for the Holy Spirit 

gave you full assurance that what we said was true. And you know of our concern for you from the way we lived when 

we were with you. 6 So you received the message with joy from the Holy Spirit in spite of the severe suffering it brought 



you. In this way, you imitated both us and the Lord. 7 As a result, you have become an example to all the believers in 

Greece—throughout both Macedonia and Achaia.  
8 And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you to people everywhere, even beyond Macedonia and Achaia, for 

wherever we go we find people telling us about your faith in God. We don’t need to tell them about it, 9 for they keep 

talking about the wonderful welcome you gave us and how you turned away from idols to serve the living and true 

God. 10 And they speak of how you are looking forward to the coming of God’s Son from heaven—Jesus, whom God 

raised from the dead. He is the one who has rescued us from the terrors of the coming judgment. 

 

The Bereans had a teachable attitude 

 Psalm 119 teach me God (v12,18,27,33-36,66,125)  

 

1 peter 2:2-3 NLT Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you will grow into a full experience of 

salvation. Cry out for this nourishment, 3 now that you have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness. 

 Don’t appease your appetite with lesser things  

 

Teachable not gullible  

 

The same water that melts butter, hardens the egg  

 

Who we want the messiah to be isn’t always lined up with who the messiah actually is- the jews had an issue with Him 

being a suffering servant- we might have an issue with him being in our business or not intervening in xyz  

 

Proverbs 12:15 Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen to others. 

 

V4 some jews, great number of Greeks 

V12 many jews believed, a number of Greeks 

 

Our hope is not on the right-wing; our hope is not on the left-wing; our hope is Jesus is King 

 

No movement has done more for women than the message of the gospel (V4,12) 

 

The Bible will challenge you to reorient your life to God and will offer you the life you were created to live – which may 

not be the life you are currently in. 

– Brian Hardin 
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