
SERIES: THE MOVEMENT- A journey through the astonishing book of Acts  

TEXT: Acts 17:16-34  // Drawing God 

Hook:  GBF story…“I cant draw his shoes” 

 How do we explain God?   

 

What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us. 

- A.W. Tozer 1978 the knowledge of the holy 

 

…How we think of Him is of no importance except in so far as it is related to how He thinks of us. 

  -C.S. Lewis 1941, the weight of glory 

 

Here’s my humble suggestion- 

THE TENSION- Your life is shaped by 2 thoughts: 

-What I think about God  

-What I think God thinks about me  

 

RECAP-Paul got chased out of Berea by some Thessalonians; he’s in Athens waiting for the crew 

At this point in history, Athens was past its glory days- Corinth was the center of commerce- but Athens was still 

a center for culture, art and athletics (original Olympics).  

It was also still the intellectual capital of the world. Giants of philosophy and medicine had come from Athens. 

(Socrates, known as the father of Western philosophy who taught Plato, who later taught Aristotle, all came 

from Athens.) 
 

16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, his spirit was troubled within him when he saw that the city was full of 

idols.  (There was an ancient saying: “It’s easier to find a god in Athens than a man.”) 

What caught Paul's eye wasn't the design features of the buildings or the dynamic entertainment. It was the idolatry. 

          An idol can be anything (not just statues) to which we turn to when we need something that only God can provide.  

Idols always overpromise and under deliver.  

 

troubled- lit. emotionally provoked  

What Paul saw were eternal souls worshipping manmade idols that could not save. He’d later write: 

Romans 1:21-23 For though they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking 

became nonsense, and their senseless minds were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged 

the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles. 

 

He wasn’t indifferent. He wasn’t hateful. He was moved/ provoked. 
17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with those who worshiped God and in the marketplace every day 

with those who happened to be there.  

Christians will not push back the gates of hell if we look at lost people as a lost cause 

Let me bring it closer to home for us believers: 

   i will not push back the gates of hell if I look at lost people as a lost cause 

 

Our society sees evangelism as culturally inappropriate. Even many Christians think of evangelism is wrong.  

A Barna Research study found that nearly half (47%) of millennials practicing Christianity say it's wrong to evangelize. 

  

et me give you some motivation and the greatest encouragement - 

Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost. 

God doesn’t see lost people as a lost cause 

 



You are more than a factory worker, stay at home mom, entrepreneur, retail worker, 9-5 average joe, etc-  

you are God’s line of offense against enemy lines, a rescue mission operative  
 

18 Then also, some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers argued with him. Some said, “What is this pseudo-

intellectual trying to say?” 

Pseudo-intellectual/ babbler= lit. seed picker =-the idea is a bird that picks up seeds here and there- think chicken.  

Others replied, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign deities”—because he was telling the good news about Jesus and 

the Resurrection. They thought that the resurrection was a second deity, perhaps the wife of Jesus.  

In Greek thought, many deities bore the names of abstract qualities like fate, mercy, and shame.  

So they assumed the resurrection to be a similar lesser deity. 
19 They took him and brought him to the Areopagus, and said, “May we learn about this new teaching you’re speaking 

of?  20 For what you say sounds strange to us, and we want to know what these ideas mean.”  

In every ancient Greek city, there was a temple at the highest point of elevation to the patron God of the city.  

Athena was the patron goddess of Athens and her statue stood high inside the Parthenon.  

About 50 yards from the Parthenon was a little hill about 50 feet high and 150 yards long, and on it a temple was built to 

the Greek God of War, Aries, who corresponded to the Roman God of War, Mars. 

Mars hill/ Aeropagus- a literal place (temple) and the governing body of cultural philosophy  

 
21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners residing there spent their time on nothing else but telling or hearing 

something new. 

Each one of us has a worldview that is answering for us life’s big questions: 

 Where did we come from? (origin) 

 Why are we here? (meaning) 

 How should we live? (morality) 

 Where are we going? (destiny) 

 

Everyone has a worldview. We see the same things, but we look at them differently.  

the way we view-music, sports, arts, business, ethnicity, the poor, the clouds, trees, money, animals, sex, 

marriage, food, etc-   

 Christians should see God’s design and intent in all these things 

 

Luke, the author, mentions 2 competing worldviews. In particular is here in Athens that Paul dealt with: 

The Epicureans- They believed the gods didn’t care about what humans did 

They pursued a life apart from pain and in pursuit of pleasure. 

  To oversimplify their worldview: Pleasure is the goal.  There are no eternal consequences. 

 

The Stoics-  They were pantheists and believed the gods were in everything, so live in harmony with nature. 

      Everything was determined by the gods so be calm not emotional.  

To oversimplify their worldview: Smile and deal with it. There's nothing you can do about it anyway. 

 

Paul is about to try to untwist their minds- these philosophies have some truth in them, but they fall short 

 Most people today have some truth in their worldview, they’re usually well meaning folks-  but fall short 

 

 

Paul is about to give the equivalent of a TED talk- and his point is this: 

 the God you don’t know, I know Him- He is Creator and Redeemer, and you can know Him too 

 

 

 



22 Then Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see that you are extremely religious in 

every respect.  
23 For as I was passing through and observing the objects of your worship, I even found an altar on which was inscribed: 

TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. 

Even with all of their lofty philosophical knowledge, they weren’t really sure! So they have a “just in case god”. 

Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.  

We have a fundamental need, not only to worship, but to worship our Creator 

Because of sin, this trait in us is corrupted, but nothing other than the Lord can satisfy that need. 

 You don’t think you’re a worshipper? Team, brand, person, self, cause, etc 

 
24 The God who made the world and everything in it—He is Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in shrines made 

by hands.  

The Creator cannot be controlled nor contained  

They idea of ancient people was you MAKE your god a temple or a statue, so you can keep them close 

 YAHWEH/The LORD made everything- you can’t contain him or box him up 

  Listen: you can experience God in here….and in your car, living room, etc. 

 
25 Neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives everyone life and breath 

and all things.  

The Creator doesn’t need, He gives 

Roman mythology the gods needed the prayers of the people 

 The gospel is not “Give God something” but “come to God because He has something to give” 

  Jesus gave what no one would or could 

 Are you in need? The Lord isn’t on a budget, He’s not tired, He has time 

 
26 From one man He has made every nationality to live over the whole earth and has determined their appointed times 

and the boundaries of where they live.  

The Creator is purposefully providential over history and geography 

You live where you live, are related to the people you are related to, on purpose!  

God is using those around you and the season that you’re in…for what?? Glad you asked! Verse 27: 

 
27 He did this so they might seek God, and perhaps they might reach out and find Him, though He is not far from each 

one of us.  

The Creator has positioned Himself to be found by those who seek Him 

Greek/Roman mythology gods lived in mount Olympus, far away, unreachable by mortals  

The Lord is declaring to that mindset on Mars hill, and to you today, “I’m not far off” 

when all others have left, gone, abandoned, out of 2nd chances- HE REMAINS 

  
28 For in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’  

The Creator not only made us, but sustains us 

 He’s not indifferent, and He’s relational.  

To make this point Paul isn’t quoting scripture, they aren’t familiar with it! 

He borrows from their culture in order to build a bridge that connected the message of the gospel to their souls. 

Contextualization- find a point of contact so you can bring a point of conflict  

 

The first is a quote from a song written about Zeus in 600 b.c 

Epimenides- (when Cretans said Zeus was dead/ thus mortal)  

They fashioned a tomb for you, holy and high one, Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, idle bellies. 

But you are not dead: you live and abide forever, For in you we live and move and have our being. 



 

The 2nd was from a poem called Phainomena written by a Stoic poet. 

 
29 Being God’s offspring then, we shouldn’t think that the divine nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image fashioned 

by human art and imagination. 

The Creator is not imagined, He is inconceivable  

 Too many people have an idea of God they themselves came up with in their mind-  

“I think God is…I don’t think God would…”  

 

He is beyond comprehension, and yet has chosen to reveal Himself to us through creation and conscience  

 
30 “Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now commands all people everywhere to repent,  
31 because He has set a day when He is going to judge the world in righteousness by the Man He has appointed.  

He has provided proof of this to everyone by raising Him from the dead.” 

The Creator calls us to repent since He will righteously judge all through the Resurrected One  

The argument to the Stoics is that God is distinct from creation, transcendent. 

The argument to the Epicureans is that God is not Uninvolved from creation. 

 

God is bigger than any idols you can draw in your imagination or carve in your marble 

 He has proven He is real not only by creation and conscience, but by resurrecting Jesus from the dead  

 

God will meet repentance with mercy. But rejection with judgment.  
 

32 When they heard about resurrection of the dead, some began to ridicule him.  

Greek philosophy, which was still prominent even though Rome was in Rule, revered the spiritual world over the 

physical, and believed you could only see it once you were cut off from this world- resurrection was not good news to 

them 

But others said, “We’d like to hear from you again about this.”  
33 Then Paul left their presence.  
34 However, some men joined him and believed, including Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and 

others with them. 

The same 3 groups are in this room:  Some of you don’t buy any of this 

     Some of you are curious but not convinced 

Some of you believe and know that you now know what you wish  

you would have known all along- we are loved by our creator 

 

The gospel isn’t just come to Jesus for fulfilment because only He can truly satisfy your soul and ease you spirit;  

the message is that AND repent because He will rightly judge the world  

 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- God cannot be exaggerated; neither can His desire for you to know Him.  

You are loved by God, not merely pitied  

 

CHALLENGE- Does what I think about God, and what I think He thinks about me,  

actually bringing me closer to Him?  

 

COMMUNION 

On a hill called mars hill Paul declared 

On a hill called Golgotha Jesus the Christ died 



BULLPEN- 
Compare to Acts 17:2 

 

the gospel is fundamentally an announcement, not an explanation 

 

God is transcendent; created the universe; created mankind; as they are trying to find him, he is actually not far off 

 

The problem is not that people can't know God, but that we don't want to know him. 

 

One pastor who faced his church being burnt down said, you can pull down our steeples, but you can't pull down the stars. 

 

Creation and conscience testify to God's existence. 

God's revelation is echoing outside of us through creation. And it's echoing inside of us because we are made in his likeness. 

 Have you ever had that moment when you realize you are more like your parents than you thought/ would like 

 

Psalm 145:18 NLT The Lord is close to all who call on him, yes, to all who call on him in truth. 

 

V16-17 some are great at telling people they are wrong but won’t walk with them – paul reasoned with them- stood inn truth with 

tears- stand for truth in tears for others  

 

The marketplace in ancient cities was the cultural center 

 

JD GRAER- When Paul saw the impressive structures of Athens, they did not intimidate him; nor did they seduce him; they provoked 

him. 

 

aeropagus (show pics)- The war god Ares was supposed to have been tried by the other gods on the Areopagus for the murder 

of Poseidon's son Halirrhothius 

 referred to as 'Mars Hill' as this was the Roman name given to the Greek god of war 

Socrates was sentences to death centuries earlier in this place for (1) corrupting youth; (2) worshipping false gods 

 

A worldview is a set of beliefs about the most fundamental issues in life.  

ORIGIN-Where did we come from? MEANING-Why are we here? MORALITY-how should we live? DESTINY-And where are we going? 

 

Your worldview is your map to life- it informs what you do and why you do it 

 “I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything  else.” ― C.S. 

Lewis 

 

All of us ask ultimate questions; all of us search for meaning; all of us put ultimate value on certain things that we live for. That 

search can and should be affirmed where it can. 

 

Epicureans were basically hedonists. They believed that the gods were composed of atoms so fine they dwelt in the space between 

the worlds, and they don’t care about this world, so live it up.  

The Stoics were pantheists, who believed god was in everything, similar to today’s Hindus. They were all about self-control. Their 

ideal was imperturbability: Unable to be perturbed. Pain doesn’t bother you; pleasure doesn’t seduce you. Think Spock 

 

Epicureans were materialist. They believe the body and even the soul were composed of fine matter which dissolves after death.  

Stoics were pantheist. They thought a divine principle was immersed in all of nature, including humans. They confuse God with the 

world soul and thought the world was determined by fate. They thought the whole universe was connected together. And cultivated 

an attitude of. Responding calmly to anything. 

  

Epicurus (explaining what ‘pleassure is the point of life’ was not)- “When we say, then, that pleasure is the end and the aim, we do 

not mean the pleasures of the prodigal or the pleasures of sensuality, as we are understood to do through ignorance, prejudice, or 

willful misrepresentation. By pleasure we mean the absence of pain in the body and trouble in the soul. It is not an unbroken 

succession of drinking bouts and of revelry, not sexual lust, not the enjoyment of fish and other delicacies of a luxurious table, that 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_gods
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poseidon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halirrhothius


produces a pleasant life. It is rather sober reasoning, searching out the grounds of choice and avoidance, and banishing those beliefs 

that lead to the tumult of the soul.” 

 

Epicureans- would be agnostics- matter is eternal so there isn’t a creator, everything is god- happiness is the goal  

Stoics- pantheist- everything is God so be in harmony with nature- self sufficiency- calmness over emotional  

 

Both of these philosophies have some truth inn them- but all truth is from God- their view is twisted- paul is trying to untwist their 

understanding so they could see the truth and dispose of the false  

 

The four-part cure of the epicureans -  Don't fear god, 

Don't worry about death; 

What is good is easy to get, 

What is terrible is easy to endure 

 

Stoic philosopher Epictetus- “Sick and yet happy, in peril and yet happy, dying and yet happy, in exile and happy, in disgrace and 

happy.” 

 Sounds like Philippians 4:10-13  

 

Stoics- ultimate goal is flourish by living ethical life- (emotions are secondary) 

 

Our culture is obsessed with New. New cars, new houses. New music. New adventures, new social causes. New relationships? The 

gospel is the old, old message. That brings new life. 

 

Artemis: goddess of prosperity, money. If you wanted that, you went to her temple and made offerings.  

Athena: the goddess of wisdom; politics. In her temple they had this picture of Zeus’ head being split open and  

her being taken out… If you wanted to be smart, to have wisdom, you worshipped her.   

Nike: the goddess of victory, worshipped by athletes and warriors  

Aphrodite: goddess of sexuality, beauty, fertility.  

Cloacina the goddess of the sewer system 

All these gods were a means to something: prosperity; power; smoother bowel movements… whatever was important to you  

The real God is so glorious that he is his own reward 

 

Now they aren’t reading Socrates,etc; they’re listening to Taylor swift, fox news, msnbc, kardashians, etc.  

Paul quotes either Epidemies of Crete or Arastus. He borrows from Athenian culture. He uses what would have been familiar to their 

own worldview.  

 Its as if I go to the hood and quote 2pac, or go to the sports bar and quote joe montana, etc 

Paul has not mentioned Jesus Christ or the Messiah. He has not quoted Old Testament like he usually does. Paul knew his audience. 

He contextualized. 

 

Epimenides (some of this is historical some is lore) was a hero in Athens- there had been a great plague, people were dying, so they 

asked him what they should do. He said to take a bunch of sheep and set them free in the city, wherever they lay, sacrifice them to 

the god of the nearest temple. They said what if there isn’t a temple near? He said then sacrifice to the unknown God. And the curse 

lifted.  

 

Before you present Jesus as the answer, sometimes you need to show that their current answers aren’t working. 

 “Is your god worth the things you sacrifice for it?” 

 


