
SERIES: THE MOVEMENT- A journey through the astonishing book of Acts- Pt29 

TEXT: Acts 18:1-17  // When no one knows, God knows 

HOOK: being sent to jobsites without proper equipment-  

 no ladder so I got on the shoulders of my partner just to get it done  

 

THE TENSION- It feels like God is asking more of me than what I have left to give  

 

After this, he left Athens and went to Corinth,  

Following Jesus often leads us into, not away from, greater challenges that require greater faith   

 

By Acts 18 Paul has already been through his share of terrible challenges (some won’t even go out of our comfort zone):  

he’s been arrested, beaten, stoned, gone hungry, been cold, he’s traveled thousands of miles by foot, hundreds 

of miles by boat just to tell people about Jesus, and now goes from the most secular place he’s been to (Athens) 

to an even more difficult mission field, sinful Corinth. 

He was already tired, now he’s becoming weary (as we’ll see), and he’ll need fresh faith 

 

Corinth was ALL BAD- you know any neighborhoods, cities or people that are all bad? 

 Located on a “land bridge” (think Panama) 3 ½ miles wide with a harbor/ port on either side, which made it a  

crossroads for commerce and culture   

 The patron goddess was Aphrodite, the goddess of love, which they understood as sex and promiscuity  

That defined how they worshipped, the temple of Aphrodite had over a 1,000 temple slaves, men and 

women who were prostituted as worship to Aphrodite  

 

And that’s exactly who needed the Jesus! Corinth didn’t need Christians to stay away from it, but to dive deep 

into its culture and transform it with the good news…..and so does our culture today 

 

Jesus was that important to Paul, he’ll go where he otherwise wouldn’t have 

 Some of you came out of a difficult season, perhaps God was making some big “asks” from you,  

or perhaps he wasn’t removing certain things from your path, and as you go into your next season it seems it 

isn’t getting easier.  

Friend, listen to me, Jesus was never afraid of “difficult”,  

and He isn’t afraid to take us there (as if He might lose track of us)  

  
2 where he found a Jewish man named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla 

because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul came to them,  

Suetonius, a Roman historian ("Life of Claudius," chapter 25), “Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome on account of their 

continual tumults, instigated by Chrestus”  (a Latin transliteration of Christos, which is Christ) 

 

Apparently, Paul isn't the only one talking about Jesus the Christ.  

In the beginning of the book, we saw how 3000 got saved at one point and 5000 at a different point. These new 

believers became the movement of God and are shaking the world with the best news ever.  

In Ch.2, Pentecost, Pontus, where Aquilas is from, is mentioned, it’s been 20 years since that day-  

A. and P. were likely already believers by the time Paul met them   

 

In bad times, good friends are God’s gifts  

Proverbs 17:17 A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a difficult time.  

 

We come to Jesus individually, but we walk with Jesus in community   

 



3 and being of the same occupation, stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade.  4 He reasoned in 

the synagogue every Sabbath and tried to persuade both Jews and Greeks. 

 

Paul set off on this journey to share the good news of Jesus full time, but now it seems he’s out of money- 

He wrote later in 1 Corinthians 9:14 NLT In the same way, the Lord ordered that those who preach the Good 

News should be supported by those who benefit from it. 

  So why not just have the church in Corinth support him? 

1. No church yet 

2. At this time, he thought that would be an obstacle for them considering the gospel  

(1 Thessalonians 2:9) 

 

So, he got a job during the week, and went to the synagogue on the sabbath  

 It would be tempting to think this was wasted time until he can do full time ministry again 

 Some of you need to hear this:  

When you look back to where you are now, you will realize this wasn’t wasted time 

God doesn’t waste anything.  

Some of the most formative character traits I would need to shepherd a church, God taught me while 

running a construction crew.  

Some of the most formative character traits I would need to lead people to Jesus God taught me at 16 

years old while recruiting more gang members for the neighborhood. 

 

In a culture of drive-thrus, microwaves, airfryers, prime shipping, online ordering , etc it can be frustrating to 

feel your time now isn’t fruitful- but God is asking for faithfulness from you not fruitfulness 

  (Paul’s still preaching every chance he gets, even if its not as often as before) 

 

I was talking with some young dads about how spending time with our toddlers may feel as wasted time when 

there’s so much to do, but realizing that’s what we are called to do right now, to play horsey rides    

5 When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with preaching the message and solemnly 

testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Messiah. (Funds have arrived from the other churches, He can go full time) 
6 But when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook his robe and told them, “Your blood is on your own heads! I am 

innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”  

Shook his robe- Nehemiah 5:13 Nehemiah had just told the people not to oppress the poor. He says if you do God will 

shake you off for breaking your promise- the Jews would have understood the gesture  

 

Your blood on you- Ezekiel 33:3-5 NLT When the watchman sees the enemy coming, he sounds the alarm to warn the 

people. 4 Then if those who hear the alarm refuse to take action, it is their own fault if they die. 5 They heard the 

alarm but ignored it, so the responsibility is theirs. If they had listened to the warning, they could have saved their 

lives. 

2 questions:  

Have you heard the alarm? Are you ignoring it? 

If you’re a believer- Have you raised the alarm? 

 
 

 

 

 



7 So he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next door 

to the synagogue. (that’s kind of funny) 8 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed the Lord, along with his whole 

household. Many of the Corinthians, when they heard, believed and were baptized. 

That’s great! Things are working out right? 

There was something happening inside of Paul’s mind and heart that no one else was aware of. 

He would later reflect on this in his second letter to this new church 

2 Corinthians 7:5 In fact, when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest. Instead, we were troubled in every 

way: conflicts on the outside, fears inside.  

  Ever felt that way? 

 

Those who can fly high can also sink low- 

Mothers, ever get to the point you just feel overwhelmed? 

Men, ever feel like you don’t know what the next move is for you or even your family and you feel you should have 

it figured out by now? 

Are you the one others call for help? Ever feel like you need help?  

Ever feel like no one sees whats really going on inside?  

 

God sees what others can’t 

 

Others in the bible had been there before- Elijah, Jeremiah, even John the baptizer, of whom Jesus said no one greater 

had been born, asked Jesus from prison “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” 

 

Verse 8 is great news, there’s no sign Paul was struggling. We wouldn’t even know it if it had not been for the next verse 
9 Then the Lord said to Paul in a night vision, “Don’t be afraid, but keep on speaking and don’t be silent.  
10 For I am with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to hurt you, because I have many people in this city.”  
11 And he stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 

Paul was afraid and on the verge of quitting- going silent.  

 1 Corinthians 2:3 I came to you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 

He needed comfort. God gives him the word he needs to hear. 

 

Every promise of God to His people is built on this truth: “I am with you, always.” 

 When my kids are sick or have nightmares, instinctively we say “It’s ok I’m right here” 

 

Fear believes that God is distant and uninterested.  

Fear believes our problems are bigger than our God.  

Fear believes God isn't fast enough for our urgency or powerful enough for your need. 

Fear believes God could not possibly want to be involved.  

Fear is incompatible with faith. Fear must not define how we function. 

   

Psalm 56:3-4 NLT But when I am afraid I will put my trust in you. 4 I praise God for what he has promised. I trust in God, 

so why should I be afraid?  What can mere mortals do to me? 

 

‘I am with you, always’ – sometimes as a pastor all I can do is be present, sooner or later though I have to go home 

 God is always with us 

 

 

 

Now it’s interesting, that God strengthens Paul, reassures Him, and then this happens: 



12 While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack against Paul and brought him to the judge’s 

bench.  

Spiritual advancement will almost always meet satanic opposition.  

That's true for the church globally. That's true for the church locally, and that's true for the church as individuals. 

13 “This man,” they said, “persuades people to worship God contrary to the law!”  

There was a Roman law that prohibited anyone from converting Roman citizens to foreign cults or religions. that's  

probably what the Jews had in mind when they brought court. 
14 As Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of a crime or of moral evil, it would 

be reasonable for me to put up with you Jews. 15 But if these are questions about words, names, and your own law, see 

to it yourselves. I don’t want to be a judge of such things.” 16 So he drove them from the judge’s bench.  

Before Paul could defend his case, it was over!  

Listen, we have the best lawyer on our side. No need to call Saul Goodman or Johnny Depp’s lawyers,  

or O.J. Simpsons lawyers…we have the best- JESUS  

17 Then they all seized Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the judge’s bench. But none of 

these things concerned Gallio. 

Crispus who was the former synagogue leader likely stepped down or was fired when he became a Jesus follower, 

Sosthenes is his replacement 

 Why he was beaten is unclear: 

  -The Jews beat him because he was starting to, or had become a follower of Jesus also 

  -The Jews beat him because they lost the case and he had led the charge (they’re humiliated) 

  -The gentiles beat him because why waste our time 

 It’s not clear who beat him.  

 What is clear is that Paul is untouched, just as God had promised (v10) 

Psalm 46:1-3 NLT God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble. 
2 So we will not fear when earthquakes come and the mountains crumble into the sea. 
3 Let the oceans roar and foam. Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge! 

 

Does it feel impossible to continue walking the path laid before you? 

Is it difficult to be a God honoring husband, wife or single person in a culture full of temptations and shortcuts? 

Do you feel you’re at the edge, ready to give up? 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- God will supply everything you need to do everything He asks 

  

You need to know that God knows what you need  

   

 

CHALLENGE- If in any area of your life you feel secretly tired or afraid 

1. Ask God to remind you He is still here 

2. Ask a good friend to walk with you through the bad times  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BULLPEN- 

Corinth- Center of economic and political influence  

  That defined how they worshipped (read 1 Corinthians)  

 750,000 population 

 Influential and immoral 

  in 464 BC, Xenophon was victorious in the Olympic Games and donated 100 slaves to Aphrodite’s temple 

 

Culture always needs Christ 

It's very likely that Priscilla and Aquila already believers at this point. Later on in the chapter in verse 26, Priscilla and 

Aquila are going to correct that theology of Apollos. 

 

Claudius; the Roman emperor- at the beginning of his reign, gave liberty to the Jews freely to exercise their religion, but 

about eight years after took away that privilege from them. 

 

Each time Aquila and Priscilla are mentioned they are mentioned together. 

 

Elliott, “The probable explanation of Claudius’s decree, accordingly, is that men had come to Rome after the Day of 

Pentecost proclaiming Jesus as the Christ, that this had been followed by tumults like those of which we read in the 

Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:50), and Lystra (Acts 14:19), and Thessalonica (Acts 17:5), and Berœa (Acts 17:13), and that as 

the name of Christus was much in the mouths both of those who received and those who rejected His claim to be the 

Messiah, the Roman magistrates, like Gallio, careless as to questions about names and words (Acts 18:15), naturally 

inferred that he was the leader of one of the parties, probably assuming, as at Thessalonica (Acts 17:7), that he claimed 

the title of king after the manner of the pretenders to an earthly throne.” 

 

tentmaking would be the equivalent today of bi-vocational ministry. 

 Although I get to be a full time Shepherd Elder now, For a long time, I was bi-vocational. 

 Every Christian should consider how they might be able to leverage their vocation/job for the good of the Kingdom 

of God. 

 

V5 its likely they brought gifts from the Macedonian churches like Philippi  

 2 Corinthians 11:9  

 

if we couldn't save ourselves we can't save others. That's God’s work. Our job, Our Calling, our mission is to spread the 

gospel. 

Similarly you may not be able to control how you spouse behaves, or your children but you can be faithful to your calling 

to that family; you may not be able to stop your coworkers from stealing or your boss from bullying, but you can be 

faithful to your calling there; etc. 

 

https://biblehub.com/acts/13-50.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/14-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/17-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/17-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/18-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/17-7.htm

