
SERIES: THE MOVEMENT- A journey through the astonishing book of Acts- Pt30 

TEXT: Acts 18:18-28  // 5 things the devil doesn’t want you to know  

HOOK: 

 

 

 

THE TENSION-  God has decided to make you and I the means to accomplish His mission. 

  The devil has decided to make you and I the targets of his. 

 

In Corinth, God fostered an environment prime for the spread of the gospel and the growth of disciples  

 
18 So Paul, having stayed on for many days, said good-bye to the brothers and sailed away to Syria. Priscilla and Aquila 

were with him. He shaved his head at Cenchreae (sen-cri-ai) because he had taken a vow.  

1 The church is one body, not one guy 

 

V18 vow- Numbers 6:1-21, Nazarite Vow: no fruit of the vine, no cutting hair, no touching dead bodies 

 Ends with cutting hair and offering it on the altar along with a sacrifice  

 

Why would the same dude preaching that God’s grace and salvation were not bound to the law (Old Covenant), 

then bind himself to an Old Covenant vow? 

1. Act of devotion with a new perspective, free to do so not bound to do so 

2. To create common ground with non-christian Jews (1 Corinthians 9:19-20) 

He surrendered his rights for the simple opportunity of having a gospel conversation  

  Agape= lit. to prefer to love  

 

 

 
19 When they reached Ephesus he left them there, but he himself entered the synagogue and engaged in discussion 

with the Jews.  
20 And though they asked him to stay for a longer time, he declined,  
21 but he said good-bye and stated, “I’ll come back to you again, if God wills.” Then he set sail from Ephesus. 

2 When God is guiding, every step and every stop is the right timing  

 

V20 why decline such a great opportunity? Paul had a clear vision of what God wanted 

V21 his decisions aren’t based on opportunity or emotion but on clarity of God’s will (Proverbs 3:5-6 NLT Trust in 

the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 
6 Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.) 

 

Everything you’re concerned about God has already figured out 
 

22 On landing at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church (in Jerusalem) and went down to Antioch. (That concludes 

his 2nd missionary journey. The next verse starts his 3rd) 
23 And after spending some time there, he set out, traveling through one place after another in the Galatian territory and 

Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 

3 Our greatest accomplishment will always be to point non-believers to find Jesus and believers to grow in Jesus 

 

Paul knew this important truth: his life was not his own 

 

Paul planted in Corinth, Apollo watered, but it is God who gives the growth (1 Corinthians 3:6) 



Do you believe God gives the growth? Do you believe God will grow this church to push back the gates of hell??? 

Our vision has always been to multiply multiplying disciples and multiply multiplying churches 

 I have been tempted to take off that second part because it feels unachievable at times- but God’s checked me. 

 If He isn’t growing us with more people its probably because He’s growing us to be better people first 

 
24 A Jew named Apollos, a native Alexandrian, an eloquent man who was powerful in the use of the Scriptures, arrived in 

Ephesus.  
25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught the things about 

Jesus accurately, although he knew only John’s baptism.  
26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. After Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him home (lit. aside, but the 

Greek word has the implication of aggressively welcoming) and explained the way of God to him more accurately.  

4 Christian criticism is meant to build up not tear down 

 

V26 they don’t embarrass him in front of everyone or shame him. They don’t lead with a critical spirit but with a kind 

conviction  

 

He preached the Messiah but he did not know of His death on Calvary, His resurrection from the 

grave and the coming of the Holy Spirit to live in and empower His believers 

 

V26 how would you respond to correction? 

 The devil tempts us in those moments to harden our hearts or shift blame 

 
27 When he wanted to cross over to Achaia (Achaia = Corinth . Apollos is mentioned all over Paul’s first letter to the 

Corinthians), the brothers wrote to the disciples urging them to welcome him. After he arrived, he greatly helped those 

who had believed through grace.  
28 For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating through the Scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah. 

5 A proud posture is a fool’s ruin, but tenacious teachability is blessed with wisdom.  

 

he knew the right things, but there were gaps in his understanding 

 

 

 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY-  The movement of God to push back the gates of hell in Manteca  

starts with you and I, where we are 

 

 

CHALLENGE- Whats your immediate next step in following Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BULPEN- 

Peace Offering (Leviticus 7:11–21) - voluntary sacrifice given as  

 Freewill offering- just saying thank you God 

 In fulfillment of a vow- (I give you all and hold nothing back) 

 Thanksgiving for deliverance  

 

Alexandria (northern Egypt) not only had a large Jewish population but it was the place where the Old testament was 

translated into Greek; we know those manuscripts as the Septuagint  

 Apollos’ eloquence and education was certainly due to his Alexandrian origins  

 

Ephesus will be a key place of ministry in Paul’s 3rd missionary journey 

 

John’s baptism- of repentance (recognize sin and need of cleansing, and a commitment to follow the law in expectation 

of the Messiah’s arrival.) 

Christian baptism- identifies the believer with Jesus’ death, burial & resurrection and marks the beginning of our journey 

in following Christ (Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

18-23 God’s will 

24-28 God’s wisdom 

 

1.Being a Christian is less about cautiously avoiding sin than it is about courageously doing God's will.-  

Dietrich Bonhoffer  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%207.11%E2%80%9321
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/429616?ref=god%27s-will

