
The one thing that lets us see God’s point of view 

 

TEXT: John 4:43-54 

 

HOOK-  Identify an area of your life where you desperately need God’s help –  

an area that is requiring you to have faith before you may have answers 

(Health, financial, spiritual, mental, relational, for someone else, big decision, etc.)  

 Through the scripture, I want to address that this morning  

 

You may have heard the story… 

One night a house caught on fire, and a little boy was stranded on the second floor.  

All the boy could see was smoke and flames. However, he could hear his father’s voice. telling him to jump.  

The boy said, “Daddy, I can’t see you.” 

The dad said, “But I can see you, and that’s all that matters.” 

 

We cannot see God, and we cannot always see what He is doing, but He can see us and that is all that matters. 

 

Human nature tells us we have to SEE TO BELIEVE 

Jesus said, IF YOU BELIEVE YOU WILL SEE 

 John 11:40 right before resurrecting Lazarus-  

Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God? 

 

Faith by definition is to believe what is yet to be seen 

 Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen. 

 

We’ll circle back to this: 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- Faith reroutes desperation, from devastation to transformation  

 Faith picks us up out of our perspective!  

Faith doesn’t see what’s before us, but what God has for us!  

 

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT… 

 As soon as our faith falters, we forfeit God’s point of view, and we adopt the devils (who’s a liar btw) 

  

Until Jesus returns, or we go to Him, faith is the bridge between what we see and what God knows  

 

 

We’re going to look at a miraculous event. But we have to keep this in mind:  

the miracle is not the cause of faith, it’s the reward of it. 

 
43 After two days He left there for Galilee. 44 Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own 

country. 45 When they entered Galilee, the Galileans welcomed Him because they had seen everything He did in 

Jerusalem during the festival. For they also had gone to the festival. 46 Then He went again to Cana of Galilee, where He 

had turned the water into wine…. 

 

Previously in this chapter, Jesus had gone through Samaria (which the Jews at the time did not associate with).  

There a whole town put their faith in Jesus- without the need for miracles, they took Him at His word. 

 

 



It’s easy to miss, but Jesus bypasses his hometown, Nazareth and goes on to Cana instead. SHOW MAP: 

 
whats going on? V44 Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country 

Matthew 13:54-58  54 He went to His hometown and began to teach them in their synagogue, so that they were 

astonished and said, “How did this wisdom and these miracles come to Him? 55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s 

son? Isn’t His mother called Mary, and His brothers James, Joseph,  Simon, and Judas? 56 And His sisters, aren’t 

they all with us? So where does He get all these things?” 57 And they were offended by Him. 

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his household.” 58 And 

He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.  

  

This was the issue: THEY WERE TOO USED TO HIM….I fear the same impulses may be in us church 

 If the devil can’t compromise your faith, his next move is to make it mundane to you. 

  Do you feel you’ve lost your awe and wander of God? 

  

So He goes on to Cana, but here we also find issue with the people, they had seen His miracles- that’s all they were after. 

The Samaritans had seen Jesus as Messiah- Savior….. 

but in Cana they only wanted the miracles, not the miracle worker. 

Yet Jesus keeps offering Himself to them, and it will ultimately cost Him His life. 

  
46 Then He went again to Cana of Galilee, where He had turned the water into wine. There was a certain royal official 

whose son was ill at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea into Galilee, he went to Him 

and pleaded with Him to come down and heal his son, for he was about to die. 

 

This man was a Royal Official- problems, catastrophes, out of control situations do not respect who you are. 

  Hardships and heartaches and ultimately death itself, they are indiscriminate in their ravaging. 

 All of your riches, accomplishments, security cannot supply your deepest need- YOU NEED A SAVIOR. 

 

This guy was desperate! 

             A royal official traveled about 20 miles uphill to find a village carpenter (V4:51 went down to Capernaum) 

             He left his son in what very well could be his last moments, on the off chance that this Jesus guy was the real deal 

 

Desperation is the soil in which faith grows. 

 You may feel you’re on an uphill journey, every mile battle to deepen your faith or doubt it  

   No one ever said having faith is an easy thing to do. But it’s worth it.  

 

Surely Jesus will reward this man’s faith for having endured such a journey… 
48 Jesus told him, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will not believe.” 
49 “Sir,” the official said to Him, “come down before my boy dies!” 

 

What the heck Jesus?! Can we be honest? That’s harsh! Insensitive even.  

 But we know Jesus better than that, so what is He doing? 

  

 

 

 



Jesus isn’t just addressing the man, He’s rebuking the SIGN SEEKERS, WONDER WORSHIPPERS 

     And He’s filtering out the SAVIOR SEEKERS  

 

I have seen many people come and go from the faith- many left because they did not get what they wanted 

from God- they did not really want Savior.  

The kindest thing God could do was deny what they were after, so they would not live under a false sense that it 

was Jesus whom they really wanted. He’s filtering out savior seekers.  

 

You can hear the desperation in the man’s voice! 49 “Sir,” the official said to Him, “come down before my boy dies!” 

 Firm and fervent faith in the wrong place is worthless; but, 

frail and feeble faith in the right place can move mountains. 

 

Jesus in this moment of seeming disregard is actually strengthening the man’s faith. 

 I wonder how many today feel disregarded by God, to the point of desperation. 

  Listen: He’s not mean. He’s not heartless. He’s not out to harm you.  

   He’s kind, He’s loving, He’s healer-  

But He’s also Savior, and I find that God often rescues us from things we are not even aware of. 
 

50 “Go,” Jesus told him, “your son will live.” Remember, the man’s request was “come” 

The man believed what Jesus said to him and departed. He walked 20 miles uphill for 20 seconds of interaction! 
51 While he was still going down, his slaves met him saying that his boy was alive. 52 He asked them at what time he got 

better. “Yesterday at seven in the morning the fever left him,” they answered.  

 

At Jesus’s word, the physical chemistry of the dying boy changed, he was healed! 

The laws of nature and the curse of sin heard the Son of God utter from His lips “your son will LIVE”, and the 

shockwave of that statement from 20 miles away healed the boy!  

 

Distance is no hindrance for God. 

J.C. Ryle “Christ’s word is as good as His presence”. (REPEAT THAT QUOTE) 

 

The boy’s healing wasn’t the only marvel that took place that day-  

The man took Jesus at His word and believed WITHOUT HAVING TO SEE IT FIRST.  

  

The man exercised what faith he had and the Lord gave him more-  

but it came by way of trusting His word.  

Spurgeon- “To trust God in the light is nothing. But to trust Him in the dark, that is faith.” 

 

Do you know that God has left us promises in His word that can alter the way you look at your desperation? 

The reason we urge you to read the bible is not because God is strengthened by it, as some Greek mythology, 

But because we are strengthened by it…if you take Him at His word.  

 
52 He asked them at what time he got better. “Yesterday at seven in the morning the fever left him,” they answered.  
53 The father realized this was the very hour at which Jesus had told him, “Your son will live.” Then he himself believed, 

along with his whole household.  
54 This, therefore, was the second sign Jesus performed after He came from Judea to Galilee. 

 

The young boy was saved that day of his terminally sick body; 

But even greater the father and his household believed in whom Jesus was,  

and they were saved of their sin sick souls. 



No situation, no matter how desperate it may be, is too great of an obstacle for God. 

Bring what little faith you have to God. Sometimes all you need is a small candle to make your way through a dark house 

 

If it were not for desperate situations and desperate moments, we would not know what grace is. 

It is desperation that welcomes in grace with the arms of faith.  

 

George Mueller “trials, obstacles, difficulties, and sometimes defeats, are the very food of faith…We should take them 

out of His hands as evidences of His love and care for us in developing more and more that faith which He is seeking to 

strengthen in us.” 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- Faith reroutes desperation, from devastation to transformation  

 

And the ultimate proof of that great grace in this story is not that God spared the man’s son. 

The great proof of God’s grace is that ultimately, God did not spare His own son.  

Jesus died in our place so that we might have a place with Him in His resurrection  

Are you desperate? God knows. Jesus has breathed that desperation too, and He gave up His life, that you may have 

hope now, and hope for eternity. 

 

In a separate occasion another father asked Jesus to heal His child.  

Jesus asked him if he believed he could do it. He replied: 

Mark 9:24….  “I do believe! Help my unbelief.” 

 

CHALLENGE-  Figure out where God may be stretching my faith.  

Acknowledge there are pockets of unbelief in my heart. 

  Identify specifically what that unbelief is. 

  Take it to God in prayer. 

  Humble myself enough to be transformed. 

 

 

Faith reroutes desperation, 

from devastation 

to transformation 


