
HOOK- You may have heard me tell this story: Dad turning on xmas lights in March/ Mel objects/ “everyday is Christmas” 

SERIES: Everyday is Christmas 

TITLE: What a family tree can teach us around the Christmas tree  

 

Oh Little town of Bethlehem-  Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

  

Christmas is a time of celebration as well as unwanted pressure.   

For many it is a time to make memories and keep traditions;  

for others it is a time of painful reminders of what once was 

 

For the rest of the month, we will explore why the happenings surrounding the Christmas story  

impact what happens in our lives, in our little town of Manteca (or wherever you live) 

 

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT- The chronicles of the biblical Christmas story are intended to be communicative  

 Every detail is there to communicate something to us  

 

TEXT: Matthew 1:1-17 (read through the whole thing) 

 

Mark Begins the story of Jesus…here’s the ministry of Jesus getting baptized and on mission (immediately)  

Luke begins the story of Jesus… angel Gabriel appearing to Zechariah the priest to tell of birth of John  

and then to Mary to tell of the birth of Jesus 

John begins the story of Jesus… the beginning of the universe! 

 

Often when looking into the Christmas story, when we turn to Matthew, we turn to 1: 18 

The opening line is supposed to be the hook to capture the reader’s attention.  

It may seem Matthew’s mission is to bore or confuse us right out the gate. 

These are the passages that we skip in order to get to the exciting stuff.  

 

As a young Christian, my Sunday school teacher had us read this and I thought “this is about to be the most 

boring hour of my life”. I was utterly wrong.  

 

Jewish culture loved genealogies- by this they knew who they really were. 

 Anyone (even in Matthew’s day) could go down to the temple and look up the records of one’s family tree 

 

So it’s important to note that Matthew shortened the list (not uncommon in Jewish practice) Why? 

  To emphasize certain events or individuals and events  

 

Luke also records a family tree of Jesus; he traces the family line of Mary and goes all the way back to Adam 

 

There is more to uncover than time allows us, but for our purposes, I’d like to look at 5 lessons that we can glean from 

this text; some of encouragement and some of reflection- 

 

 They all center around this one truth: 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- The Christmas story is far from a neatly packaged fable; 

  It is the raw record of a people who rejected and rebelled, 

and of the Righteous God who relentlessly pursued their redemption    



Matthew 1: 1, 16 

1- Since we could not go to Him, in a move that shocked creation, He came to us:  

The Infinite One became an Infant  

V1 Jesus/ Christ 

 

What deep descent: from the heights of glory to the depths of shame; from the wonders of Heaven to the 

wickedness of earth; from exaltation to humiliation; from the throne to the tree; from dignity to debasement; 

from worship to wrath; from the halls of Heaven to the nails of earth; from the coronation to the curse; from the 

glory place to the gory place! In Bethlehem, humility and glory in their extremes were joined. Born in a stable! 

Cradled in a cattle trough! Wrapped in swaddling clothes of poverty! No room for Him who made all rooms! No 

place for Him who made and knows all places! Oh, deep humiliation of the Creator—born of the creature, 

woman! But in His descent was the dawn of mercy. Because we cannot ascend to Him, He descends to us. – R.G. 

Lee  

 

Jesus the Christ is truly HUMAN- The Divinity in him overflows the humanity, fills it and surrounds it, but does not 

destroy it. Christ is not a demi-god - half-way between man and God. Perfectly one with his Father on the Divine side of 

his nature, he is equally one with us on the human. 

He does not descend out of the sky like an angel, he enters His creation the way you and I do, through birth- He became 

ONE OF US. Jesus knows what it’s like to be human, because He is. 

 

2- God is not in a hurry because He’s in control.  

His timing doesn’t need to make sense to us  

 

3 distinct events in this family tree: Abraham, David and the exile 

 

The promise to Abraham had been made almost 2,000 years earlier: 

First in Genesis 12:1-3 then again- 

Genesis 22:15-18 NLT 15 Then the angel of the Lord called again to Abraham from heaven. 16 “This is what the Lord says: 

Because you have obeyed me and have not withheld even your son, your only son, I swear by my own name that 17 I will 

certainly bless you. I will multiply your descendants beyond number, like the stars in the sky and the sand on the 

seashore. Your descendants will conquer the cities of their enemies. 18 And through your descendants all the nations of 

the earth will be blessed—all because you have obeyed me.” 

 

The promise to David had been made 1,000 years earlier: 

2 Samuel 7:12-16 NLT For when you die and are buried with your ancestors, I will raise up one of your descendants, your 

own offspring, and I will make his kingdom strong. 13 He is the one who will build a house—a temple—for my name. And 

I will secure his royal throne forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. If he sins, I will correct and discipline 

him with the rod, like any father would do. 15 But my favor will not be taken from him as I took it from Saul, whom I 

removed from your sight. 16 Your house and your kingdom will continue before me for all time, and your throne will be 

secure forever.’” 

 

Through Isaiah almost 700 years earlier these promises: 

Isaiah 7:14 NLT All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give 

birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’). 

Isaiah 9:6-7 NLT For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be 

called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His government and its peace will never 

end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate 

commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen! 

 



Do you think anyone along the way became inpatient or perhaps thought God would forget His promise? 

 Don’t despair because you haven’t gotten the job, the spouse, healing, etc- Is God still in control? 

 

3- God is not intimidated by our sin nor ashamed to be identified with us in our mess 

 

Our sin and mess may keep us from Him, but they didn’t keep Him from reaching down to us 

 This is why He came- in every failure remember the incarnation  

 

Abraham- got desperate and tried to bring about the promised child by sleeping with his wife’s younger servant  

 Twice claimed his wife was his sister and gave her to more powerful men because he was afraid 

 

David- lust, adultery, murder, pride and not the best parent 

 

5 women (not just women, which was unusual to include in a genealogy, THESE women) 

Tamar 3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah by Tamar, (Genesis 38)-  

Pretended to be a prostitute and the deceitfully prostituted herself to her father-in-law to get pregnant by him 

(She was trying to right a wrong, but went about it all wrong) 

Rahab 5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab (Joshua 2)-  

She was an actual prostitute by trade, a Canaanite(Israel’s enemy) turned spy who ends up betraying her people  

to help the nation of Israel 

Ruth 5b Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth, (she has a whole book-Ruth)-  

Moabite (enemies of Israel), a widow scrapping by 

Bathsheba 6 and Jesse fathered King David. Then David fathered Solomon by Uriah’s wife (2 Samuel 11)-  

the victim (or at least subject) of an adulterous scandal in which her husband ends up murdered and her baby  

ends up dying. She goes on to marry king david and have Solomon, still Matthew reminds us she was Uriah’s 

wife  

Mary16 and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary, who gave birth to Jesus who is called the Messiah. (Matt 1, Luke 1, 2) 

  young, unwed pregnant virgin 

 

That’s not to mention all the sins and terrible history of most of the kings mentioned in this line! 

 

God moves in the mess 

 You’re not too far gone- Jesus reaches into your despair and sin 

 

4- Jesus came because judgment is coming  
12 Then after the exile to Babylon Jechoniah fathered Shealtiel, Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel, 

 What was the exile? 

God had made the nation promises if they kept His ways but had warned them of judgmwent if they 

refused to keep His commands 

 
Deuteronomy 28:58-68 NLT 58 “If you refuse to obey all the words of instruction that are written in this book, and if you do not fear 

the glorious and awesome name of the Lord your God, 59 then the Lord will overwhelm you and your children with indescribable 

plagues. These plagues will be intense and without relief, making you miserable and unbearably sick. 60 He will afflict you with all the 

diseases of Egypt that you feared so much, and you will have no relief. 61 The Lord will afflict you with every sickness and plague 

there is, even those not mentioned in this Book of Instruction, until you are destroyed. 62 Though you become as numerous as the 

stars in the sky, few of you will be left because you would not listen to the Lord your God. 63 “Just as the Lord has found great 

pleasure in causing you to prosper and multiply, the Lord will find pleasure in destroying you. You will be torn from the land you are 

about to enter and occupy. 64 For the Lord will scatter you among all the nations from one end of the earth to the other.  

There you will worship foreign gods that neither you nor your ancestors have known, gods made of wood and stone! 65 There among 

those nations you will find no peace or place to rest. And the Lord will cause your heart to tremble, your eyesight to fail, and your 



soul to despair. 66 Your life will constantly hang in the balance. You will live night and day in fear, unsure if you will survive. 67 In the 

morning you will say, ‘If only it were night!’ And in the evening you will say, ‘If only it were morning!’ For you will be terrified by the 

awful horrors you see around you. 68 Then the Lord will send you back to Egypt in ships, to a destination I promised you would never 

see again. There you will offer to sell yourselves to your enemies as slaves, but no one will buy you.” 

 

Well that doesn’t sound very Christmas-y! 

Is that unkind? Perhaps, but it’s just- even more so they were gracefully warned  

 

They didn’t think judgment would come, until it did- the same is true today 

 

Revelation 20:11-15 NLT 11 And I saw a great white throne and the one sitting on it. The earth and sky fled from his 

presence, but they found no place to hide. 12 I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God’s throne. And 

the books were opened, including the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to what they had done, as 

recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up its dead, and death and the grave gave up their dead. And all were judged 

according to their deeds. 14 Then death and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second 

death. 15 And anyone whose name was not found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

 

5- God is faithful to keep His promise even when we’re unfaithful to keep ours 

We already saw that even the prominent figures of this family tree both had moral failures: 

 Abraham got desperate and sought to bring about the promise himself 

 David got complacent and committed adultery and murder, amongst other failings 

   

Still God kept His promise to them, fulfilled in Jesus 

Jesus is the anointed One (Messiah/Christ) who blesses all people, He is the rightful King forever  

 

In V12 we see a character named Jechoniah (Jehoiachin/ Coniah) 
12 Then after the exile to Babylon Jechoniah fathered Shealtiel… 

He was a ruthless ruler who God cursed-  

Jeremiah 22:30 This is what the Lord says: Record this man as childless, a man who will not be successful in his 

lifetime. None of his descendants will succeed in sitting on the throne of David or ruling again in Judah. 

But if God is faithful to keep his promise regarding curses- take comfort that God is faithful to keep his promise to bring 

blessing  

Despite of Jechoniah’s faithlessness, God kept His promise to His people, and brought the Messiah through the line of 

David.  

If Jesus had been the real son of Joseph, he would have come under this curse. Still, he had to be the son of 

Joseph to make him a legitimate heir to the throne and the fulfilment of the promise. 

This catch22 is resolved by the virgin birth- making Jesus the legal son of Joseph and the real son of 

Mary- thus in the lineage of the kings yet without the curse  

 

Christ entered history by means of people we wouldn’t choose,  

having experiences we wouldn’t want and facing events we couldn’t plan.  

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- The Christmas story is far from a neatly packaged fable; 

  It is the raw record of a people who rejected and rebelled, 

and of the Righteous God who relentlessly pursued their redemption    

    

CHALLENGE-  What is your immediate next step in personalizing the story of Christmas?  

 

 

COMMUNION  



BULPEN- 
Luke also provides a genealogy of Jesus (Lk 3:23-38). Whereas Matthew works from Abraham to Jesus, Luke begins with Jesus and traces 77 generations, all the way 

back to Adam. Matthew could have easily done this as well. He had access to the early chapters of Genesis which trace the genealogy of Abraham back to Adam. 

However, even when we remove the names from Adam to Abraham, Luke has many more names than Matthew. 

Matthew is being deliberately selective. He is more interested in highlighting certain characters and showing a pattern than providing a precise family tree. Each 

section contains characters that would be worth exploring further, but the names that are most prominent are Abraham, David, and Jesus (1, 2, 6, 16, and 17). 

 

“Infinite, and an infant. Eternal, and yet born of a woman. Almighty, and yet hanging on a woman’s breast. Supporting a universe, and yet needing to be carried in a 

mother’s arms. King of angels, and yet the reputed son of Joseph. Heir of all things, and yet the carpenter’s despised son.” – Charles Spurgeon 

 

Genesis 12:1-3 NLT The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will 

make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat 

you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.” 

 

Matthew- Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promise to david and Abraham 

Luke- Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Adam and Eve  

 

Genesis 11 tower of babel (the people seeking to make themselves a great name) the scattering 

Genesis 12:1-3 the promise 

 

2 Samuel 7:2 David wants to build God a house 

2 Samuel 7:11b-13 God will make a house for you- establish his kingdom forever (fulfilled in Solomon and ultimately Jesus)  

 

This “family” God is putting together is made up of people we wouldn’t choose, having experiences we wouldn’t want and facing events we didn’t plan – A Begg 

 

In a previous time, Joseph and Mary might have been prince and princess, but as God planned it, they were insignificant in human status. Despite his prestigious 

heritage, Jesus was born to a poor family that could only afford to offer a pair of turtledoves when he was presented in the temple (Lk. 2:24). There was nothing 

special about Joseph and Mary… other than by God’s grace, they fulfilled the prophetic promises. Matthew wants to convince his audience that Jesus was indeed the 

long expected Messiah. 

 

We have a Savior who entered a royal line of humanity at a time when the throne had been lost. Love came down to the lowest of lows in order to save us from the 

least to the greatest.  

 

Jesus was the Legal air to the throne through Joseph and the real son of David through Mary. 

 

Matthew counts 27 generations from David to Jesus; Luke counts 42 

 

Anyone in Matthew’s day could go down to the temple and look up the records to verify or deny these claims 

 Jesus is a real historical figure, no respectable scholar denies that he lived. 

 Our calendar is split in 2 because of Him!  

 

Genealogies remind us of the brevity of life in the scope of history 

 

Job 14:4 Who can produce something pure from what is impure? 

 

God's grace can flow through very crooked human channels 

 

History had been preparing for Jesus 

 

Now our names are written in the book of life 

 

V7-8 something should be said concerning relationship of good/bad fathers to good/bad sons 

 

Galatians 3:29 Abrahams seeds  

 

The genealogy doesn’t help Jesus’ case, as much as it helps ours- we see that if He came from people with checkered records, so will He welcome/ come to those now 

likewise  

 

Marcus Dods- Had Christ come as soon as the promise was given, the world would have been found unprepared for the gift, and unable to give it even that moderate 

welcome it afterwards found. The Law must first do its work, deepening the sense of duty, stirring conscience to an almost morbid activity, revealing the holiness of 

God, and showing men their lostness. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.esv.org/verses/Lk%203%3A23-38/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Lk.%202%3A24/


The historical record of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: 
2 Abraham fathered Isaac, 

Isaac fathered Jacob, 

Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers, 
3 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah by Tamar, 

Perez fathered Hezron, 

Hezron fathered Aram, 
4 Aram fathered Amminadab, 

Amminadab fathered Nahshon, 

Nahshon fathered Salmon, 
5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab, 

Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth, 

Obed fathered Jesse, 
6 and Jesse fathered King David. 

Then David fathered Solomon by Uriah’s wife, 
7 Solomon fathered Rehoboam, 

Rehoboam fathered Abijah, 

Abijah fathered Asa,  
8 Asa fathered Jehoshaphat, 

Jehoshaphat fathered Joram,  

Joram fathered Uzziah, 
9 Uzziah fathered Jotham, 

Jotham fathered Ahaz, 

Ahaz fathered Hezekiah, 
10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh, 

Manasseh fathered Amon,  

Amon fathered Josiah, 
11 and Josiah fathered Jechoniah and his brothers 

at the time of the exile to Babylon. 
12 Then after the exile to Babylon 

Jechoniah fathered Shealtiel, 

Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel, 
13 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud, 

Abiud fathered Eliakim, 

Eliakim fathered Azor, 
14 Azor fathered Zadok, 

Zadok fathered Achim, 

Achim fathered Eliud, 
15 Eliud fathered Eleazar, 

Eleazar fathered Matthan, 

Matthan fathered Jacob, 
16 and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary, 

who gave birth to Jesus who is called the Messiah. 
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were 14 generations; and from David until the exile to Babylon, 14 

generations; and from the exile to Babylon until the Messiah, 14 generations. 

 


