
SERIES: Every Day is Christmas 

Text: Matthew 2:1-11 | Wise Men, Weird Gifts 

HOOK:  “Talladega Nights” (not endorsement, Will Farrell though I hope He gives life to Christ and be less annoying lol) 

Scene- “Dear Eight Pound, Six Ounce, Newborn Infant Jesus, don't even know a word yet, just a little 

infant, so cuddly, but still omnipotent.” 

 

People craft the Jesus that best suits them (What Jesus will allow me to do what I want?) 

 

Christmas Jesus is better accepted because He’s seemingly passive  

 Not asking questions or making demands, not claiming anything, or convicting anyone  

 

Christmas Jesus is peaceful, but far from passive  

 Even as an infant, He’s fragile humanity is making a bold statement (it’ll be our main takeaway, wait for it) 

  

Trying to make Jesus fit my narrative is like trying to domesticate lion or holding a baby rattlesnake- Dangerous!  

 

THE TENSION-  We cannot celebrate Jesus as a Child, Tender and Mild, (which we should, as we’ll see) 

without acknowledging He’s the Christ and Terribly Majestic   

 

The danger of approaching Jesus as a perpetual helpless infant,  

is that One day you will have to approach Him as the Powerful, Holy, Imposing Creator  

 

Hebrews 10:31 NLT It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God.   

 

The record of the mysterious wise men bringing gifts to Jesus, beautifully paints who this baby truly is 

 

Let’s briefly go through the story and I want to camp around the gifts they offer. 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod,  

Central Truth- God gave first. God gave most.  

Any gift offered to God is in response to the gift He first offers us- Jesus 

 

John 3:16 “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.  

 

wise men from the east arrived in Jerusalem,  

Wise Men= Magi- (Not kings, prob not 3) Theologian astrologers/ astronomers  

Prob. Persian- familiar with Daniels’ writings and O.T. including Balaam’s prophecy- 

Numbers 24:17 NLT I see him, but not here and now. I perceive him, but far in the distant future. A star 

will rise from Jacob; a scepter will emerge from Israel.  

 
2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star at its rising and have come to worship 

him.”  

It’s not clear at first glance, but it appears the magi were lost, or at least certainly went to the wrong place! 

 The star had led them this far but it had disappeared- naturally they go to the palace looking for the king  

 

BORN KING, in contrast with Herod who was not in the line of kings but placed there by Rome 

 
 



3 When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  
4 So he assembled all the chief priests and scribes of the people and asked them where the Messiah would be born. 

 Just to be clear: Herod understands who the magi are looking for- the MESSIAH! 
5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him, “because this is what was written by the prophet: (quote Micah 5:2) 
6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah: 

Because out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”  

 Again, if the Messiah is here, it’s a BIG deal, someone at the palace should get excited….anyone! 

  But we’ll see, none of them went to see. (THEY WERE 5 MILES AWAY!) 

 
7 Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and asked them the exact time the star appeared. 8 He sent them to 

Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you find him, report back to me so that I too can go 

and worship him.” (We know now he intends to kill the child) 
9 After hearing the king, they went on their way. And there it was—the star they had seen at its rising.  

it appeared again; I have to wonder if God took away the star so they would go to the palace, to give Herod, priests, 

scribes an opportunity to seek out the Messiah  

It led them until it came and stopped above the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were 

overwhelmed with joy.  
11 Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and falling to their knees, they worshiped him.  

Important note: They worshipped HIM, not them (Mary is certainly worthy of recognition, but not worship)  

 

These grown men of prestige traveled a great distance to come and bow before a toddler!  

At this point Jesus was somewhere around 12-18 months- (Herod massacres boys under 2) 

 

Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

They gave Him their hearts first then their treasure- they gave their worship and then their gifts….WHY? 

 Jesus was their real treasure  

 Matthew 6:21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 

Let’s talk about these gifts-   

If these men were so wise, WHY ARE THEIR GIFTS SO WEIRD? (Y not diapers, rash cream, blankets, formula, snot sucker) 

 

*You’ll have to listen faster cause I’m running out of time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They all have meaning that the people at the time would’ve quickly identified. 

 



GOLD- Symbolizes Jesus’ royalty.  

 

What that tells us about God: Jesus is the King of kings. 

Jesus is a different kind of King- (not like Caesar Augustus hungry for power, Herod the Great sick with pride) 

Jesus associates with the lowly, rides a donkey, comforts the broken and commands the wind, He is judged on 

behalf of criminals and claims His Kingdom is not of this world. 

His inscription is not on a marble statue but on a bloody cross, His crown is one of thorns jammed into His brow!  

Yet, He has dominion over anything and everything- demons, angels, people, sickness, death, blessings, etc. 

 

Some opposed this King (Herod)-  

Those who won’t give up control will deny Jesus’ kingship because His authority challenges our autonomy. 

Some dismissed this King (scribes and chief priests)-  

Those who have conformed to faulty kings will not be looking for the Faithfull King  

Some worshipped/ bowed (wisemen)- 

 Those who will humble themselves before His rule will themselves be exalted 

 

Jesus is King of kings. 

What that means for us: Jesus invites me into a Kingdom in which I will lack nothing  

Philippians 4:19 NLT And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, 

which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. 

 

FRANKINCENSE- Symbolizes Jesus’ Priesthood 

An Incense- expensive/ helped treat some sickness and wounds/ used by the priests in offerings and in the Temple (H.P.) 

 

What that tells us about God: Jesus is our High Priest. 

The priests stood between God and the people (offered sacrifices and prayers on behalf of the people)  

 The High Priest was the one who would go into the Most Holy Place once a year (*EXPLAIN) 

  

Hebrews 10:3-4 But in the sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year after year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls 

and goats to take away sins. (Think credit cards) 

Hebrews 10:11-12 Every priest stands day after day ministering and offering the same sacrifices time after time, which 

can never take away sins. 12 But this man, after offering one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God. 

Jesus as high priest brought the ultimate sacrifice- Himself;  

and now is standing in the gap between the Father and you- constantly, continually interceding for you despite 

what the devil has to say or what you fail to do-  

 

Hebrews 4:14-16 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens—Jesus the Son of 

God—let us hold fast to our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in every way as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore, let us approach the 

throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need. 

 

What that means for us: Jesus understands my weakness and provides me care  

He is pleading your case in this very moment! 

Your failure doesn’t surprise Him. Your lack of faith doesn’t deter Him. Your sin doesn’t debilitate Him.  

He gets it…He gets you! Have you ever thought that in your weakness, pain, sin, tears- Jesus crouches down with 

you and says “I understand”.  

One of my daughters had an “accident” a few nights ago, was ashamed, scared… 

NOT FOR A MOMENT DID I THINK “I’M FED UP WITH YOU, THIS IS THE LAST STRAW!   

 



MYRRH- Symbolizes Jesus’ Sacrifice for sin  

Ointment- Used to numb (anesthetic), mainly used in burial (embalm) 

On the cross they offered Jesus wine mixed with myrrh (Mark 15:23) 

They used it to prepare His dead body for burial (John 19:38-40) 

 

What that tells us about God: Jesus became truly human like us, in order to truly die for us 

Hebrews 2:14-15 NLT Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh 

and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of the devil, who had the 

power of death. 15 Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying. 

 

Jesus is the Suffering servant Isaiah (53) wrote of; the lamb of God slain for us that John proclaimed;  

 

What that means for us: Jesus goes with me to the end. 

He saw you in your hopeless state, left His throne, became a man- took your sin as His, took your punishment willingly  

 He will not relent! He will not give you up or cast you out! 

 

What are you dealing with in life? What are you going through?  

Do you know you’re not alone? Do you know He goes before you?  

 

Born to die, that we might live – the Creator of life laid His own down for us –  

Won’t He also walk with you through the difficulty that looms over you? 

 

 

 

So that’s the 3 gifts- they made a lot of effort to get to Jesus to offer them 

   But in fact Jesus made the greatest effort to save us 

 

What these gifts tell us: 

MAIN TAKEAWAY-  We were sin-sick people, unable to approach the terrifyingly majestic King of glory, 

so He approached us, as the least threatening, most fragile of all things: a newborn baby  

 

 Christmas screams: GOD WANTS US!!!! LOOK AT WHAT HE’S DONE!!! 

 

For the rest of the advent season, every time you see a nativity, magi, presents- let it be a prompt to remind you  

that the awesomely terrifying king of kings, bridged the gap Himself by giving up His life for yours  

 Let the gifts under the tree remind you of the gift crucified on the tree 

 

WHAT NEXT? I’ll leave you with a question to ponder- 

 What can I give the One who gave it all?  

Not for payment, but for worship. 

  *Little drummer boy 

If you’re not giving God your best, who’s getting it?  

Your life (salvation)? 

Ultimately, we will either be pardoned or punished. Jesus was born on earth that you might be born again   

Your service, your dreams, your future, your trust….. 

 

 

 

 



BULLPEN- 

Nativity scene- 3 wisemen (Melchor, Gaspar, Baltazar) around the manger with the shepherds – unlikely 

Jesus may have been about a year and a half- when Herod figures out they outsmarted him that’s why He has 2 

yr old and younger massacred  

 

The scriptures (scribes read it) are what led them to Jesus when the star faded (and then reappeared)  

 

Frank- White gum, resin (not the same frankincense commercially available today- Arabian trees not spruce firs) 

 

“Jesus came to earth humbly so that we could go to the throne boldly”- Christopher Stites   

 

700 years prior Isaiah prophesized  

53:3-8,11 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of suffering who knew what sickness was. 

He was like someone people turned away from; he was despised, and we didn’t value him. 
4 Yet he himself bore our sicknesses, and he carried our pains; 

but we in turn regarded him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced because of our rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities; 

punishment for our peace was on him, and we are healed by his wounds. 
6 We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way; 

and the Lord has punished him for the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep silent 

before her shearers, he did not open his mouth. 
8 He was taken away because of oppression and judgment, and who considered his fate?  

For he was cut off from the land of the living; he was struck because of my people’s rebellion. 

11 After his anguish, he will see light and be satisfied. By his knowledge, my righteous servant will justify many, and he 

will carry their iniquities. 

 

Hebrews 10:29-31 NLT Just think how much worse the punishment will be for those who have trampled on the Son of 

God, and have treated the blood of the covenant, which made us holy, as if it were common and unholy, and have 

insulted and disdained the Holy Spirit who brings God’s mercy to us. 30 For we know the one who said, 

“I will take revenge. 

    I will pay them back.”  

He also said, 

“The Lord will judge his own people.”  
31 It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

 

D. H. Lawrence in his poem “The Hands of God” completes the thought: “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

living God/But it is a much more fearful thing to fall out of them!” 

 

We once trembled at His shadow but now we delight in His presence  

 

 


