
SERIES: Every Day is Christmas 

 (Explanation of series title) 

Text: Matthew 1:21-23 (Mainly) 

Hook-  Sitcom FRIENDS- Chandler comes back from BR tells Joey to move from his seat/ Argue over the couch chair/ 

Eventually Joey does need to get up, but he takes the seat & back cushions leaves Chandler the chair/  

“you can’t do that”- “you said I had to give you the chair you didn’t say cushions”-  

“the cushions are the essence of the chair!” “that’s right I’m taking the essence”  (que the laugh track)  

ESSENCE-  (Miriam Webster) the most significant element, quality, or aspect of a thing  

(Oxford Languages) the intrinsic nature or indispensable quality of something 

 

What is the essence of Christmas?  

Is it the Christmas carols & Mariah Carey C.A. on repeat? Lights on the trim of the house & decorations out 

front? Tree in the living room? Presents under the tree? Holiday shopping and long lines?  

I know! It’s the red Starbucks cup! No.  

What about family gatherings and delicious banquets? Giving to the poor and needy?  

 All good things- none of them are the essence of Christmas 

 

The essence of Christmas is: “God with us”- miss the essence and you missed Christmas! 

Illustration- 2 brothers at bar/ 1 ex-alcoholic trying to talk sense into his alcoholic brother/  

asks for 2 glasses, 1 with water 1 with liquor/  2 worms, 1 in each/ liquor worm dies/  

“do you understand what I’m trying to tell you?”- “Yes”- just in case he asks “what was the point I was making?”- 

“if you drink a lot of alcohol; you won’t have any worms” - he missed the point! 

  

Christmas is not about getting together and being generous- those are byproducts of celebrating the essence- that God 

is with us  

  

Matthew 1:23 

See, the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name Him Immanuel,  

which is translated “God is with us.” 

 

THE TENSION-  Unless you grasp the immense need, and impossibility of that need to be met,  

you won’t appreciate the essence of Christmas  

 

You might appreciate how kind people tend to get for a few weeks, you might appreciate the holiday 

cheer, you might appreciate the get togethers, but not the actual essence of the season  

 

A few things we need to unpack in order to cherish, as we should, Immanuel  

 

1-Christmas reveals that our true character is evil (I know I just lost some of yall, but hang with me) 

The biblical narrative of the story of Christmas does not try to hide or undermine that the reason for the season was sin 

 

Matthew 1:21-23 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 
22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23 See, the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name Him Immanuel,  

which is translated “God is with us.” 

 

We ALL have sinned, are sinning, and will sin (Romans 3:23) 

Illustration- Rich man proposes rock throwing contest to Hawaii, the winner gets His inheritance- WE ALL MISS.  



 

Please hear me especially if you’ve been a Christian a while: 

Sin isn’t just passively missing the mark. Sin is active rebellion against God. 

Not only did we fall short of reaching Hawaii, but we turned and threw stones at the rich man   

 

You and I, given the proper environment and opportunity WILL show our true colors.  

 

Christmas is intended to remind us that we aren’t just victims of sin (though some victims, but not just victims),  

we are aggressors and participants of it! 

 

John Piper “we don’t just do bad things; we are bad people” 

Can we keep it real? None of us view ourselves this way.   

…we don’t view ourselves as evil 

Even those of us who acknowledge it, still have a difficult time seeing ourselves as totally evil. 

 “I love my kids”, “I try to do good”, “I’ve never killed anyone”, etc. 

 

From our perspective we don’t view ourselves as evil. 

 What does God see? The one who has eyes to see beyond ours- 

Genesis 6:5 NLT The Lord observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth, and he saw that everything they 

thought or imagined was consistently and totally evil.   

(NASB95- …only evil continually.)  

 

It’s easier to see the evil in others isn’t it, not so easy to see it in the mirror  

 

Christmas reminds us, God sees the true me, and it’s not good. 

Hebrews 4:13 NLT Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is 

the one to whom we are accountable. 

 

If this isn’t sounding like a Christmas sermon- you might have missed the essence of Christmas. 

 

The second thing Christmas is meant to expose/ reveal  

2-Christmas reveals that God’s true character is Holy 

The bible speaks more of God’s Holiness than His love. 

God’s holiness is more than just His perfection or sinless purity; it is the essence of His “other-ness,”.  

 

Luke 1:31-35 Now listen: You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will call His name Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 

David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end. 34 Mary asked the angel, “How 

can this be, since I have not been intimate with a man?”  35 The angel replied to her: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy One to be born will be called the Son of God. 

 

Holy (Grk- Hagios)- at its basic level= DIFFERENT/ seperate (God is different than anything or anyone else) 

 

One of the most astounding moments in which a human actually begins to comprehend God’s holiness is in- 

Isaiah 6:1-5 NLT It was in the year King Uzziah died that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty throne, and the train of 

his robe filled the Temple. 2 Attending him were mighty seraphim, each having six wings. With two wings they covered 

their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 They were calling out to each other, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Heaven’s Armies! (Almost as if the angels are shouting “you’ve never seen anyone like 

Him”) The whole earth is filled with his glory!” 4 Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building 



was filled with smoke. 5 Then I said, “It’s all over! I am doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have filthy lips, and I live among a 

people with filthy lips. Yet I have seen the King, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.” 

 RC Sproul- the holiness of God is traumatic to unholy people  

 

God’s holiness is a threat not only to sin- but to sinners 

Psalm 5:4-5 NLT O God, you take no pleasure in wickedness; you cannot tolerate the sins of the wicked. 
5 Therefore, the proud may not stand in your presence, for you hate all who do evil. 

 

We established; we are all evil in His sight. So how do we reconcile this hostility? Glad you asked- Immanuel ! 

 

3- We are sinful. God is Holy. Christmas reconciles these two hostile truths, in Immanuel . 

Matthew 1:21-23 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 
22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23 See, the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name Him Immanuel,  

which is translated “God is with us.” 

What is V22 talking about? 

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him 

Immanuel. 

 Immediate fulfillment to king Ahaz (Nor Kingdom & Syria VS Assyria- NK threatened Ahaz) 

 Second fulfillment- one in which the virgin would give birth while still being a virgin! (Mary) 

  

Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the government will be on His shoulders.  

He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 

 Notice the distinction: a child is born but a son is given because He existed before he was born 

 

Why not have Joseph be the father of this baby? Because this child was different, Holy.  

And yet, He also needed to be like the people in order to die for the people (last weeks message). 

  This is the great significance of the virgin birth! 

Vera Homo, Vera Deus (Truly Man Truly God)  

   Without mixture or confusion, without separation or division,  

each nature retained its own attributes (more about this in my notes, website) 

  

GOD WITH US- The Holy and the unholy brought together through the Son of God born of the young Jewish Mary 

 

God became human to deal with the issue of sin (penalty, power, presence) 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

He saw our helpless state and that the only way to save us was for God Himself to enter the rebellious, sinful world, 

while remaining Holy and sinless Himself- and so He did- In Jesus of Nazareth, through Mary- for us.  

 

That is the essence of Christmas- Immanuel God with us 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 quick applications from Immanuel (we won’t expound on them too much, just want to put some legs on this great 

truth): BECAUSE OF IMMANUEL: 

Jesus understands the difficulties I go through   

Jesus felt hunger, fatigue, and great grief. He felt the sting of being misunderstood, hated, abandoned, betrayed, 

and left to hang on a cross. God the Son in the flesh completely immersed Himself in our physical, emotional, 

and spiritual pain. Jesus is God with us in every sorrow.  

 

I don’t have to perform to earn God’s love because He loved me at my worst 

 From Genesis 3 God had promises a savior- and he delivered because He is faithful not me  

 

I have the power to endure anything, because God is with me 

 I will never face anything alone! (Matt 28) 

 

I can expect God to do the impossible if it will result in my ultimate good 

 (Luke 1:37 how will this be?) 

 He can save your ruined marriage, heal the hurting bones, open the doors at work, etc.  

if he knows it will be a blessing for you and a glory for His name  

 

Anyone can find forgiveness for sins and salvation in Jesus, through what He has done 

 His sacrifice is that powerful, His power to save and the strength of His love is unmatched  

 

 

 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY-The essence of the season is the presence of the Savior  

The essence is His presence. The essence is His presence. The essence is His presence.  

  

 

 

Welcome Him, worship Him, witness about Him  

 

 

WHAT NEXT? 

- Experience Immanuel for yourself  

o give your life to Him 

o give your life back to Him 

- Share the essence of Christmas with others  

o Plan to include in your family celebrations a time of reflection on the essence of Christmas 

o Call/text/email someone who you know needs to hear this beautiful truth: God is with you 

▪ Make a note in your phone right now - set an alarm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
BULPEN- 

Every problem in this life can be traced back to sin- rebellion against God’s standard/ kingdom 

 

Significance of Jesus’ being Immanuel, “God with us”:  

• Jesus did all of this to become the perfect sacrifice to pay for our sins. On the cross, Jesus, who never sinned, became sin and endured the full wrath of God for our 

sins (2 Cor. 5:21). The death of a perfectly righteous human could atone for the sins of another human. But only God Himself could endure the fullness of God’s wrath 

to atone for the sins of all sinners and rise from the dead three days later. Only Immanuel, God with us, could accomplish such a great salvation. Jesus is God with us 

to save us from every moral failure.  

• After Jesus rose from the grave, He gave His followers an incredible commission: Go and make more followers of Jesus from every nation (Matt. 28:18-20). Attached 

to this command was the incredible promise of His eternal presence (Matt. 28:20). Jesus is God with us on mission.  

• One day, God will again dwell in fullness on the earth. In the New Jerusalem, God the Almighty and the Lamb of God will be enthroned forever (Rev. 21). Jesus is 

God with us forever and ever. 

 

The name Immanuel (im-ma-nu-AIL) first appears in Isaiah 7:14 as part of a prophetic word that Isaiah spoke to King Ahaz of Judah (the southern kingdom) at a time 

when Syria and Israel (the northern kingdom) had formed a coalition against Assyria, the region’s greatest power. They wanted Judah to join their uprising. The 

prophet Isaiah counseled Ahaz to trust in the Lord rather than to appeal to Assyria for help against Syria and Israel, who were threatening to invade Judah for refusing 

to join them. Then he invited Ahaz to ask the Lord for a sign to confirm the prophetic word, but the unfaithful king refused, having already decided to place his trust 

not in the Lord but in Assyria. 

In response to Ahaz’s refusal to trust God, Isaiah proclaimed: 

Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of human beings? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you 

a sign: The virgin will be with child and give birth to a Son, and will call Him Immanuel. — Isaiah 7:13-14 

Shortly after that Syria and Israel were soundly defeated, exactly as Isaiah had prophesied.  

 

Chalcedon Council- 

In order to appreciate the significance of the Council of Chalcedon, we need a little background. Debate about the person of Christ arose prior to the first Council of 

Nicaea in AD 325. A man named Arius had taught the false doctrine that the Son of God was a created being and that He was of a different substance (heteroousios) 

than the Father. The Council of Nicaea sought to unambiguously define the relationship between the Father and the Son. The council said Jesus was truly God. Yet the 

opponents of the deity of Christ did not simply give up after the Nicene affirmation. But faithful Christians like Athanasius continued to defend Christ’s deity, and, in the 

end, truth triumphed over error. 

 

After Nicaea came the Council of Constantinople in AD 381, which rejected the teachings of Apollinaris, who said that Jesus’ divine nature had displaced His human 

mind and will. According to Apollinaris Jesus was not fully human, a teaching that 2 John 1:7 warns against. Later, Nestorius said Jesus had two separate natures and 

two wills, essentially making Him two persons sharing one body. This teaching was condemned at the Council of Ephesus in AD 431. And ten years later Eutyches also 

denied that Jesus was truly human, saying Jesus’ human nature was “absorbed” or swallowed up by His divine nature. This led to the Council of Chalcedon, which only 

lasted from October 8 to November 1, 451. 

 

The Council of Chalcedon anathematized (cursed) those who taught that Christ had only a single, divine nature and those who taught a “mixture” of His two natures. 

The Council produced the “Chalcedonian Definition,” which affirms that Christ is “the same perfect in Godhead and also perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man.” 

He is “consubstantial [homoousios] with the Father according to the Godhead, and consubstantial with us according to the Manhood.” Jesus Christ is “to be 

acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably” (quoted from www.carm.org). The divine and human natures of Christ are distinct 

yet united in one Person. This co-existence of Christ’s two natures is called the hypostatic union. 

 Vera Homo, Vera Deus (Truly Man Truly God) 

  Without mixture or confusion, without separation or division, each nature retained its own attributes 

 

Under point 2- 

1 Peter 2:22 (quoting Isaiah 53) He did not commit sin,… 

John’s “Christmas” version: 

John 1:1-5 NLT In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that 

was created, and his life brought light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. 

John 1:10-11 NLT He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. 11 He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. 

John 1:14 NLT So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the 

Father’s one and only Son. 

John 1:18 NLT No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us. 

Luke 1:49 NLT For the Mighty One is holy, and he has done great things for me. 

Revelation there’s a song of victory  

Revelation 15:3b-4 NLT “Great and marvelous are your works, O Lord God, the Almighty. Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations.  4 Who will not fear you, 

Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous deeds have been revealed.” 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/council-of-Nicea.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/council-of-Nicea.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/arianism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Apollinarianism.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20John%201.7
https://www.gotquestions.org/Nestorianism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/hypostatic-union.html

