
*Good Day Sacramento 

SERIES: Every Day is Christmas (Explanation of series title) 

 

RECAP- week 1- Christmas is the story of God’s relentless pursuit of rebels  

 Week 2- We were unable to approach God, so He approached us  

 Week 3- The essence is His presence  

 

 

THE TENSION-  There’s a real danger some of us won’t enjoy the lasting implications of Christmas,  

because some of us didn’t even enjoy the passing celebrations of Christmas  

 

 

To close off the series, I want to share a powerful verse with you. 

If we can grasp the verse, it will change your perspective on life. 

 It will fertilizer for your faith. 

 It will be nourishment for your relationship/ interactions with the Father. 

 If you pause to think about it long enough, it will humble you 

Most of you have probably read it before. But even if you’ve never heard it, Id like us to focus on this potent truth. 

 

Matthew 7:11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father 

in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! 

 

 

-pray- 

The Perfect Gift 

 

 

Think of the best news you could possibly receive this Christmas- imagine without reservations 

Win the lottery, pay off the house, healed from chronic illness or pain, loved one comes home, meet your 

celebrity crush, your team wins the championship, etc 

I want you to think of how happy that would make you. Dream a little, picture your life if that were to 

come true; think of the emotions you’d feel, the look on your face, who you might call. 

Wouldn’t that be amazing?!! I don’t mean to be the cliché pastor, but what we celebrate today 

is even better news!  

 

 

Here’s todays main takeaway, and ill give us some skin on it- 3 points to ponder 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- Jesus is the perfect gift & the perfect giver  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ariel & Nivi= terrible 2’s and Furious 4’s; I had a thought “these girls don’t deserve these gifts”.  

AHA moment-  I’m not giving them gifts because they deserve them….because I love them!  

 

1-Christmas reminds us year round that God gives unprovoked & undeterred  

No one asked for a soul savior- and even if they had no one deserved one  

 

 Our “goodness” doesn’t provoke Him 

  He is holy- it’s “fridge art” hanging next to the mona lisa  

 

 Our “badness” doesn’t deter Him 

  Romans 5:8 

  Think of your most vile moment in life- the worst mistake/ sin- even then  

 

Luke 1:32  “He will great” 

 Whats greater than giving? – giving to those in need. 

 And whats greater still? Giving to those in need who do not deserve. 

 

 

2-Christmas reminds us that those who receive Jesus receive forgiveness and receive love for every day 

 

Matthew 1:18-21 The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After His mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, it 

was discovered before they came together that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19 So her husband Joseph, being a 

righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly. 
20 But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, 

son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been conceived in her is by the Holy 

Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus,[i] because He will save His people from their sins.” 

 

 Saved us AWAY from our sins and INTO His care  

 

 It’s not just a pardon- its an invitation  

 

 The easier thing was to forgive- but He not only wanted you free of sin, but free to come to Him 

 

  Have you spent the last few days living with the posture that God is continually inviting you near? 

 

Your sin is grievous yes- but His love is marvelous  

 John 10- he gives life abundant 

 

 

3-Christmas reminds us God’s gift is available to anyone, anywhere- but for a limited time 

 

Luke 2:8-20 In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over their 

flock. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before[e] them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for 

all the people:  11 Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of David. 12 This will be the sign for 

you: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a feeding trough.” 
13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 
14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201&version=NLT;HCSB#fen-HCSB-23166i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2&version=NLT;HCSB#fen-HCSB-24983e


15 When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go straight to 

Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16 They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the feeding trough. 17 After seeing 

them, they reported the message they were told about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was treasuring up all these things in her heart and meditating on them. 20 The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard, just as they had been told. 

 

Shepherds were not smooth skinned boys- rough outsiders, uneducated, hardened by the elements and beasts-  

spit on floor, scratch where it itches,  

 

 They were the least expected group of people to get the breaking news 

 They were the least expected group of people to watch the heavenly chorus 

  Yet they were. And they went, and beheld… 

   What if they would’ve waited, “maybe next time” 

 

 Illustration- grandpa gives grandson gift, bible (read the nativity story)…..doesn’t… car key inside- time expired 

   

One day the clock will expire for all of us-  

If you’re not a Christian, this is your moment to “go and see”  

   If you’re a disciple of Jesus- this is your moment to “go and tell” 

 

The angels met the shepherds where they were 

• It's about God meeting us in our pain and loneliness. 

• It's about God meeting us in our frustration and anger. 

• It's about God meeting us Monday and Wednesday and Friday. 

• It's about God wanting to be a part of our lives every day.- while we still have life 

 

 

MAIN TAKEAWAY- Jesus is the perfect gift & the perfect giver  

 

2 Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift. 

In 1988, Anissa Ayala was sixteen years-old and diagnosed with a rare form of Leukemia. The doctors said that if she did 

not receive a bone marrow transplant after chemotherapy and radiation treatment she would die. 

Neither her parents nor her brother was a match, and they could not find a donor elsewhere. Her parents, both in their 

forties, conceived another child and hoped that its bone marrow would be compatible with Anissa’s. 

To their great delight it was determined that this new baby was a compatible donor, and when Marissa Ayala was 

fourteen months-old they took some of her marrow and gave it Anissa. Anissa made a full recovery from the Leukemia 

and both sisters lead healthy lives today. 

In a very real sense Marissa was born to save her sister’s life.  

 

 

CHALLENGE-  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BULPEN- 

Anticipation exceeds realization 

 

Christmas Day is like life – it doesn’t turn out how you thought it would-  

 

God is a better father, gives us a better gift 

 

He loves you even when… even though… even through…despite…. Etc. 

 

We live out of that love, not trying to get into it 

 

Imperfect circumstances, imperfect people, imperfect world, perfect gift  

 

If our greatest need was info- God would’ve sent a teacher. If it was money, an economist. If health, a doctor, if laughter 

a comedian- yet our greatest need was to be forgiven AND loved, so He sent Jesus  

 

Christmas happened long ago but not in a fairy tale  

 

Christ the Redeemer was born to save the wretched and the desperate, the thief and the liar. 

His birth dawned like a sunrise over a darkened world. He is the sunrise that pierced the darkness of the shadow of 

death. 

 

Hebrews 8:6 NLT But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far superior to the old priesthood, for 

he is the one who mediates for us a far better covenant with God, based on better promises. 

Christmas is a special holiday, different than the rest. Not just a day, but a season. 

 

A manger in Manteca 

 

It’s all good (news) in the neighborhood  

 

There is so much more than what we see- more than our present trouble, more even than our present joys  

 

Luke 2:14 the greatest gender reveal ever  

 

David wanted to build God a house (place to live) and now God gives a gospel handle of His own. Instead, God tells David 

He will build a house for David (lineage) that will bring about His plan of salvation which is the true hope of David’s heart 

and the desire of all humanity (7:11-16). I told Alexa that God did for David what David wanted to do for himself. God 

had a better plan and would do for David and us something far greater than a building. I am sure it was hard for David to 

hear but God’s ways are better in a sense which is hard to express.  

It is hard to see the promises of God but by faith we know it would not just be the wood of the manger which 

would hold Jesus for our salvation. Instead, it would be the wood of the cross that would support the place of 

God’s salvation for you and me on Calvary. The nativity casts a long shadow to the cross which finally brings joy 

by the light of Easter morning.  

 

Titus 3:4-7 

 

B.C.-A.D.   even if it’s changed to B.C.E.-C.E.the dividing factor is still the birth of Christ- rename it if you want, it’s still the 

event that split history  

 


